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Open for Access: The ULS’s Office of Scholarly Communication and Publishing
John Barnett, Scholarly Communications Librarian, jhb23@pitt.edu

Scholarly communication is the system through which research and other scholarly writings are created, evaluated for quality, disseminated to the scholarly community, and preserved for future use. 
“Principles and Strategies for the Reform of Scholarly Communication,” Association of College and Research Libraries Scholarly Communications Committee, 20031

In March 2011, the University Library System (ULS) formally created the Office of Scholarly Communication and Publishing to provide support to the ULS’s expanding e-archives and e-publishing efforts. As Hillman University Librarian and Director of the ULS Rush Miller noted at the time he made the announcement, “It is essential to have sufficient expertise and an organizational structure that will allow us to meet the sizeable demand now and in the future.”
Administratively, this office is affiliated with the ULS’s Department of Information Technology (IT) with leadership provided by Timothy Deliyannides, Director of the Office of Scholarly Communication and Publishing and Head, IT. The connection with IT and scholarly communication is a wise one as so much scholarly communication now is facilitated by and created in a technology-centered, digital environment.
I say the ULS formally created the office because the ULS and the Department of Information Technology have been “doing” scholarly communication and publishing for at least a decade. Providing innovation in scholarly communication has been part of the ULS’s long-range plan for many years and continues to be for 2011-2014.2 Nonetheless, having the office exist formally enables us to focus on and expand the library’s role in scholarly communication and publishing.
So what is it exactly that we are doing? Quite a lot, actually!
Since opening the PhilSci-Archive, in January 2001, the ULS has been active in working with Pitt faculty and centers to create a number of Open Access subject-based repositories and electronic journals. The ULS now publishes 22 e-journals, with most of these available via Open Access from the first day of publication. Additionally, the ULS and its partners have created 5 subject-based repositories with more in the works. The ULS is also instrumental in providing Open Access to the more than 4,200 electronic theses and dissertations (ETDs) produced by Pitt honors, masters, and doctoral candidates.
Our office also created D-Scholarship@Pitt, the University’s institutional repository, which provides access to more than 5,700 examples of University-affiliated scholarship.  We encourage all Pitt students, staff, and faculty to submit their work to D-Scholarship; all you need is a University of Pittsburgh computer account to log and begin submitting. Contents held in the repository are available to a worldwide audience, unless authors specify otherwise.D-Scholarship provides an efficient and secure way to share Pitt research with a global community of scholars, offering your work maximum discoverability and impact while preserving it in perpetuity. 
But there’s more to the story than just our virtual projects and products—the Office of Scholarly Communication and Publishing also aims to provide support to Pitt faculty, students, and colleagues in for some of the important academic issues confronting them today.  Our efforts focus on policy development and documentation on copyright, author rights and responsibilities, and Open Access principles; fine-tuning and promoting author self-archiving tools and services; and engaging with faculty, students, and ULS colleagues on scholarly communication issues. We also rely on the expertise and hard work of many others in the Department of Information Technology and the ULS to accomplish our goals. ULS Web Services, the Digital Research Library, and others contribute to the ULS’s scholarly communication and publishing efforts.
While Pitt is certainly the focus of much of our work, scholarly communication and the issues confronting it play out on an international stage. To that end, our office is making plans to celebrate Open Access Week, set for October 24-30, 2011. Now in its fifth year internationally—and its first year at Pitt—Open Access Week is an opportunity for the academic and research community to continue to learn about the benefits of this important trend in scholarly communication, to share what they’ve learned with colleagues, and to help inspire wider participation in helping to make Open Access a new norm in scholarship and research.
Events on Pitt’s Oakland Campus include In addition to holding a kick-off event on Open Access for the ULS, we are also planning a graduate student program on October 20, and a faculty-focused session on October 25. We are also planning to offer an Open Access information session for the Johnstown Campus in early November. Watch the ULS Open Access website (http://openaccess.pitt.edu) and your email for details on our graduate student- and faculty-focusedthese sessionsevents.
It all sounds very modern and cutting-edge, doesn’t it? Nevertheless, libraries have been engaged in aspects of scholarly communications issues for a very long time. Libraries facilitate research through our collections and the open access provided to them. Libraries often advise university authors—whether faculty, staff, or students—on their rights to their own works and their responsibilities in using the works of others. Libraries also help disseminate and preserve scholarship and information. 
The significant difference now is that libraries, especially the University Library System, are shifting to being creators of the products of scholarship and research, not solely consumers and conduits. 
As Dr. Miller has noted, “This [office] positions us in the forefront of the scholarly communication changes occurring in higher education . . . . We continue to be well positioned to meet the needs of our faculty in disseminating their research.”
We look forward to working with the Pitt scholarly community to carry out this work. For more information, be in touch with our office via email at oscp@mail.pitt.edu or call me, John Barnett, at (412) 244-7517.
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Useful Links
· University Library System, University of Pittsburgh: http://www.library.pitt.edu/
· D-Scribe Digital Publishing: http://www.library.pitt.edu/dscribe/
· ULS E-Journal Publishing: http://www.library.pitt.edu/e-journals/
· Subject-Based Archives: http://www.library.pitt.edu/e-archives/index.html
· D-Scholarship@Pitt: http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/
· Electronic Theses and Dissertations: http://www.pitt.edu/~graduate/etd/
· Digital Research Library: http://www.library.pitt.edu/libraries/drl/Open Access @Pitt: http://openaccess.pitt.edu
