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(1) Today I'm going to go over the ins and outs of Creative Commons licenses. 

(2) We'll learn what the licenses are, how to use them, and some resources for putting Creative Commons to work for you and your patrons. 

(3)Some basic history of Creative Commons: 
It was founded in 2001 by a board of copyright and free culture specialists 
     -including Lawrence Lessig, now of the Electronic Frontier Foundation and Harvard Law school 
     -Michael W. Carroll who presented for us during Open Access Week

(3.1) Since 2001, the number of works licensed with Creative Commons licenses has increased rapidly. In 2010 Creative Commons conducted a study and created some metrics. (They are embarking on a similar study this year, and the results have yet to be released.) 
On the chart, the blue line represents the total number of licenses (see the #s on the left), so in 2010 there were approximately 400 million CC licensed works. 
The red line represents the percentage of those works that are marked with licenses that are considered "Free Culture", which we'll get to later. This number generally hovers between 20 and 40%. 

(4) So, what are the licenses? You might see these symbols on a work, but what do they mean, exactly? Let's dive in and explore them. 

(5) There are four basic parameters that you can add to a Creative Commons license:
Attribution (BY)
Non-Commercial (NC)
No Derivatives (ND)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Share Alike (SA)
All CC licenses have BY, meaning that others can copy, display, or distribute the work as long as they credit the author. 
If you want to restrict use of your work to non-commercial entities, you can use the NC license. This means that others can reuse your work and even create derivatives, but only for non-commercial purposes. 
The ND license means that only verbatim copies of the work can be copied and distrbuted. You cannot alter photos, take selections of text, add material to it -- it must be kept in its original form. 
Finally, the Share Alike (SA) property means that others can make derivative works, but those works must be distributed under the same license as the original. So if another person creates a derivative work from your photograph, which was originally licensed under CC-BY-SA, that work must ALSO be CC-BY-SA. The second user cannot add a NC license, for example.
A SPECIAL NOTE: the SA license applies only to derivative works, so you cannot have a license that has both ND and SA -- because if you can't create derivative works, you can't share them anyway. 

(6) So this gives us six possible combinations, listed here in order from "most free" on the top to "least free" on the bottom. This is what we were talking about in the chart of total numbers of CC-licensed materials earlier; CC-BY and CC-BY-SA are considered "free culture" licenses, which permit the widest use. Everything else is still Creative Commons, but considered more restrictive. 

(7) To have a look at exactly what each license permits, let's look at this helpful chart. 
All CC licenses allow others to copy and redistribute the work with attribution (Left column). Attribution is what distinguishes a Creative Commons license from the Public Domain. 
The other things you can do are: use for commercial purposes, modify/adapt the work, and change the license. Each of the CC licenses has different combinations of these factors, which you can see here.

I'm going to leave this up for a moment while we have you try your hand at applying licenses. (See “Creative Commons Exercise” document.)

(Answers to exercise: CC-BY; CC-BY-ND; CC-NY-NC-SA; CC-BY-NC)

(8) Some of you may have heard that recently CC released an update to its license, the Creative Commons 4.0 licenses. These don't change the parameters of the licenses much, but they do clarify a few things, such as:
-The licenses are worded to have international jurisdiction, so there's no more "porting" that you may have seen in older licenses. This means that CC licenses can be applied internationally under other countries' copyright laws. 
-The CC-BY license now allows anonymity -- the author can specify that their name be removed if the material is re-used
-There is increased clarity in how to best attribute a work to its author, available on the CC website.
-Now, there are database and data-related rights built into the CC licenses, so you can make a database of materials and put a CC license on the organization and collection of the material that YOU did (even if not necessarily claiming the contents as yours). 

(9) So now that you know what CC licenses are, how about how they are used? 

(10) One of the ways to investigate this is to look at how they are used out there in the world. There are some pretty cool projects going on:
(10.1) All of these organizations use Creative Commons in some way, and they are only a subset of the ways that CC is used. 
Wikipedia's article text are licensed under a CC-BY-SA license. The images have varying levels of CC licenses, based on their original use. 
Flickr allows users to designate their own CC license for their photos; Flickr is the top resource for obtaining Creative Commons-licensed photographs.
The Public Library of Science uses a CC-BY license on all of its journals, and some articles are even licensed under CC-Zero (meaning they are, essentially, public domain). We discovered this when we were manually adding articles by Pitt authors to our D-Scholarship repository. This is a good example of ways to re-use CC licenses. 
Digital Public Library of America incorporates Creative Commons licensed content (BioMed Central uses a license that is identical to CC-BY, but they do not specifically use CC-BY.)
Al Jazeera, the news agency, has a Creative Commons repository of videos, the first news giant to use the CC license for content. They also have a blog for posts and updates from their top correspondents, all using a CC-BY-NC-ND license. 
Google has enabled CC search through its search engine and allows users of its various services to CC license their own content (e.g. Picasa, YouTube). 

(11) And let's spotlight our very own library, and the ways we use CC licenses. 

(12) CC-BY is the standard license we use for our new journal titles. All of the journals published by us have a Creative Commons license -- half of them with the Free Culture CC-BY license. Those with other CC licenses are legacy journals which have been with us for a long time and started in our program before 2012, when our policies were different. 

(13) D-Scholarship also allows users to apply a CC license to their content. 

(14) This is just a taste of how Creative Commons is used. The Creative Commons website has many more case studies and interesting examples.  http://teamopen.cc/ 

(15) So what do you say when your patrons ask you "Why should I use a Creative Commons license?" 

(16) Here are some ideas: 
-a CC license gives them greater control over how their work is used. A CC license helps a work be disseminated more freely, and also ensures that the original creator is always credited. But if they don't want modifications made, they can specify that. 
-a CC license makes it much easier (and clearer) to reuse material. No complicated permissions forms, waiting ages for an e-mail, getting copyright lawyers involved; just follow the directions of attribution and you're all set. 
-This supports and encourages others to build on work that is already done. If the content can be re-used and re-purposed, then new great things can be made. This might encourage collaboration between scholars, and at the very least increases the value of research because it can be used again and again by multiple people.
-Finally, Creative Commons licenses protect the people who use the work. If they attribute it correctly and follow the instructions, they are licensed to re-use it. No take-down notices from a publishing conglomerate when others share your CC-licensed paper on Academia.edu. No nervous dissertation writers wondering if they'll be able to graduate because they are waiting for permissions before they can submit their ETD that uses a figure from your paper. 

(17) Now, I want to show you some helpful resources for using CC licenses and finding CC licensed works. 
-For content creators, CC license generator, with code to apply to website or copy and paste into a document. http://creativecommons.org/choose/
-And a guide for best practices in applying these licenses to your work. http://wiki.creativecommons.org/Marking_your_work_with_a_CC_license
For those seeking content, CC has a search function that lets you search various outlets for CC-licensed material. (Go to the search engine, show how it works.) http://search.creativecommons.org
Many open access journals are CC licensed; this allows their content to be reused and repurposed. Get a great idea from these articles and write one of your own, or share the articles freely. A good example of this is Pennsylvania Libraries: Research & Practice, published by the ULS and co-edited by our very own John Barnett. Did we mention there's a call for papers for the next issue? http://palrap.pitt.edu 
Finally, for those teaching classes, there are various repositories for open educational resources, all licensed using Creative Commons. OER Commons is one of my favorites. Faculty can go here to find assignments, lesson plans, activities, etc., all available for use in their own classrooms. http://oercommons.org 

(18) So that is the introduction to Creative Commons. If you have any questions, you can always contact our team at oscp@mail.pitt.edu

