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Part 2:

Copyright concerns

How to read a contract

Asserting your rights



Sharing your work



Why share? -For yourself!

● Develop a network
● Get better search results for your research
● Reach a broader audience
● Increase the impact of your work



Why share? -For others!

(it’s 3 pages long, by the way)



Why share? -For others!
          When you want to read my paper and log in from campus, you get this: 

When an independent researcher, scholar at a less-privileged institution, journalist, 
participant in my research, and my mom want to read my paper, they get this:



Why share? -For your colleagues! 
Pitt doesn’t have a subscription to this journal, so when my colleagues 
want to read this (10-page) paper of mine, they get this:

(even I don’t think this article 
is worth $3.15/page)



Why share? -Better search results! 

this is the document in D-Scholarship!
http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu 

http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu
http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu


Why share? -Summary

For me: 

● My work gets more hits from 
searches in Google Scholar.

● More people are reading my article.
● Increased citations and social 

media buzz.
● Use in journalistic and non-

academic outlets.
● Collaboration with colleagues and 

scholars from around the world and 
from all walks of life. 

For others: 

● Colleagues can read ALL of my 
papers without searching through 
journals & navigating paywalls.

● Scholars at less-privileged 
institutions can access my work. 

● Participants in my research can see 
what I wrote about them. 

● Easy access for anyone using any 
search tool. 



Unfortunately, it’s 
not so easy.



What does it mean to be an 
author? 



Copyright: You Need to Know

The U.S. Copyright Office defines copyright as:

● A set of exclusive rights awarded to a copyright holder or 
owner for an original and creative work of authorship 
fixed in a tangible medium of expression.

● A limited statutory monopoly that gives a copyright 
holder the sole right to market a work for a limited period 
of time.



You own the copyright unless...

Time passes.

● it was published before 
1923

● it was published between 
1923-1964 and copyright 
was not registered/renewed 

● the author died 70 years ago

You give it away. 

● deliberately designate your 
work as Public Domain

● sign a Work for Hire 
agreement

● sign a publishing 
agreement 

OR

more info: http://pitt.libguides.com/copyright 

http://pitt.libguides.com/copyright


Publishing agreement? 

This means that you can’t just post 
your final article on the Internet! 

It’s copyright violation. You’ll get a nasty letter from your publisher.

Elsevier publishing agreement: http://bit.ly/ElsevierCopyright 

http://bit.ly/ElsevierCopyright


Important terms relating to your document:

preprint: the submitted manuscript, without any changes 
made after peer review

accepted manuscript: the unformatted, final edited version 
of your paper after peer review

published manuscript: the formatted (web-ready) PDF of 
your article



Important Licensing Terms

license - some rights granted by a copyright holder to others. 

exclusive license to X - the owner of the license is the only one who can 
do X. 

non-exclusive license to X - this entity has the right to do X with your 
article, but others may also have this license. 

Creative Commons - a suite of licenses that allow copyright holders to 
license others to freely use their work in certain ways



Elsevier http://bit.ly/ElsevierCopyright 

http://bit.ly/ElsevierCopyright


Open Library 
of Humanities

https://olh.
openlibhums.
org/about/submissions/ 

https://olh.openlibhums.org/about/submissions/
https://olh.openlibhums.org/about/submissions/
https://olh.openlibhums.org/about/submissions/
https://olh.openlibhums.org/about/submissions/


Author Addendum

If you don’t like your contract, you can try to change it! 

The Science Commons Addendum Engine allows you to create an addendum to 
a copyright agreement which ensures that you retain your rights as an author. 

Check it out here: http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/ 

More info on the author addendum process: http://sparcopen.org/our-
work/author-rights/brochure-html/ 

http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/
http://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights/brochure-html/
http://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights/brochure-html/
http://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights/brochure-html/


By Pem Dorjee Sherpa 
CC BY-SA 3.0

The best resource:



The best resource:

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo






http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/17348 

http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/17348
http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/17348


Your turn!

Look up a journal in SHERPA/RoMEO

-One you’ve published in or thinking 
about publishing in

-Or one your advisor or colleague 
publishers in

-Or one that you just read a lot

What can authors do with their 
publications to this journal?

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo


Thank you!
Contact me any time for help 

with this topic!

Lauren B. Collister
Scholarly Communications Librarian
Office of Scholarly Communication & Publishing

lbcollister@pitt.edu 

Twitter: @parnopaeus
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