Where to Start?

Developing a Metadata Management
Lifecycle
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What is metadata management?

C&®DE 4 LIB <o G



What is metadata management?

According to Elaine L. Westbroo
“the implementation of a metac

ks, metadata management is
ata policy (i.e. principles that

form the guiding framework wit

nin which metadata exists)

and adherence to metadata standards...[and] the process of
acquiring and maintaining a controlled set of metadata with
or without automation in order to describe, discover,
preserve, retrieve, and access the data to which it refers.”

C®BDE 4 LIB <2021



What is metadata management?

Metadata management describes the ongoing, cyclical nature
of metadata work, which utilizes processes and policies
guided by standards and best practices in the field to ensure
the integrity, accessibility, discoverability, and interoperability

of metadata.
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Metadata management is ongoing.

It does not refer to a one-time cleanup project, but rather the
long-term management of metadata in a system from
metadata creation through its entire lifecycle.
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Metadata management is cyclical.

The job of a metadata practitioner is never done. While
metadata creation is one large aspect of the work, that
metadata will likely be worked with again during its life to be

improved upon, migrated to another system, crosswalked
with other standards, cleaned up to follow newly
implemented workflows or policies, etc.
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Metadata management involves processes
(i.e. workflows) and policies.

The act of establishing, revising, and utilizing local processes
and policies for daily metadata work is one of the key aspects
of metadata management. Policies reflect local standards or

best practices, and the processes reflect the implementation
of these policies in workflows.
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Metadata management is guided by
standards and best practices.

MARC 21 Format for
A MARC i3] BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA
ork De ]f;b ” d Swlzc,!esss wdards Office
VB bf

Dublin Core Metadata Initiative” il £BERA
Making it easier to find information.
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Metadata management’s goal is to
ensure the integrity, accessibility,
discoverability, and interoperability of

the metadata we manage.
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Proposing a lifecyle for metadata
management
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What’s next?
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Questions? Thoughts? Contact us!

Michael Bolam Kelsey George
Head, Metadata & Discovery Unit Cataloging & Metadata Strategies
Librarian

University Library System

University of Pittsburgh University Libraries

michael.bolam@pitt.edu University of Nevada, Las Vegas

kelsey.george@unlv.edu
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