
Table 3. Teacher and Student Dependent Variable Definitions 

 Behavior Definition Example(s) 
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General Praise 
Vocal statement indicating praise or 
approval without direct mention of 

specific appropriate behavior 

“Good job,” “Nice 
work.” 

Behavior-Specific 
Praise 

Vocal statement indicating praise or 
approval with direct mention of 

specific appropriate behavior 

“Thank you for raising 
your hand,” “I’m glad 
you have your notes.” 

Other Positive Other positive vocal statement 
“That is correct,” “I 

agree with that.” 
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Criticism 
Vocal statements which chastise, 

judge, or highlight a fault in a 
student’s behavior or performance 

“I shouldn’t have to tell 
you to take your binder 

out again.” 

Arguing 
Vocal statements of disagreement or 

debate 
“I saw you do that,” 

“Yes you did.” 

Logic/Lecture 
Vocal statements using reasoning to 

convince or support requests 

“I'm trying to show you 
how to do this so you 

can do it on your own.” 

Questioning 
Vocal statements asking rhetorical 

and/or repeated questions 
 “Why do I have to keep 

asking you?” 

Sarcasm 
Vocal statements of irony, mocking, 

or teasing 
 “Oh, now you speak 

up.” 

Pleading/Despair 
Vocal statements including guilt or 

appeals for cooperation 
 “I’m tired of waiting 
for you all to focus.” 

Threats 
Vocal statements insinuating or 
explicating stating forthcoming 

negative consequences 

“I’m about to start 
switching seats.” 

Force 
Vocal statements or direction 

including forceful language or yelling 
“I said take out this 

work now.” 

Attention to Junk 
Behavior 

Vocal statements in response to 
identified junk behavior (see Student 

Behavior below) 

“Sarah, have a seat,” 
“You’re muted Kevin.” 

Other Negative 
Other negative vocal statements in 

relation to student behavior (does not 
include academic corrections) 

“John and Billy 
separate,” “Hey, focus 

up here.” 
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without Permission 
Vocalizations (call outs, side conversations, noises, etc.) not in 

response to teacher opportunity to respond 

Out of Seat without 
Permission 

Leaving the desk area without teacher permission 


