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Motivation
• Use urban art (graffiti, street art, 

muralism) as a vehicle to activate 
collective conversations about public 
space across borders

Project Description
• Hold youth and all-generations art 

workshops
• Offer a public conversation series
• Invite national and international 

artists to Pittsburgh to create work in 
dialogue with communities

Context

March 2022 Boys and Girls Club Workshop. Photo 
by Caitlin Bruce

Potential Impact
• Public conversations that activate 

more opportunities for collaboration 
between scholars, students, artists 
and neighbors

• More access to and activation of 
public spaces

• Multi-generational teaching and
learning opportunities
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• Current policy around graffiti in 
Pittsburgh is largely punitive and does 
not recognize the potential of the 
medium for youth and collective voice

• HCUAP is the only organization that 
combines research and practice of 
urban art in a sustained way in the 
U.S.

Project Deliverables
• Two workshops
• One Mural
• One gallery show
• Two public conversations
• Expanded international networks 

between artists, students, community 
members

• Midterm goals: attendance at events
• Long-term goals: ongoing requests for 

partnerships, networking 
opportunities for participants that
lead to future collaborations, 
professional opportunities for 
participants, research papers and 
public facing articles about artwork 
and conversations activated through 
project
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