
Place-Based 
Learning

Spaces are not neutral, and 
stories communicate 
positionalities, histories, 
biases, and potentialities.

Embodied, site-based 
pedagogy activates the 
potential for a Thirdspace 
(Soja) and place-based 
narratives (Tuan).

Through presence and 
imagination, students can 
access bell hooks’s homeplace.
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Kelly-Strayhorn, Alloy Studios, and East Liberty







Movement within, among, and 
between communities 



Secret Pittsburgh 
Public-Facing 
Guidebook
• Student narratives of place

• Interactive mapping

• Iterative and extended narratives
• Secret Pittsburgh Guidebook
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https://secretpittsburgh.org/


Community Engaged Initiatives in English



Thank You!
Mr. Joseph Hall, Executive Director, Kelly-Strayhorn Theater

Mr. Simon Phillips, Education Coordinator, Kelly-Strayhorn Theater
Dr. Elise Lonich Ryan, Teaching Assistant Professor, English Department


