
Strickland Research Training 
Program (START) 

A Partnership with University of Pittsburgh 
Clinical and Translational Science Institute 

and Bidwell Training Center 







Bidwell 
Training 
Center
Medical 
Assistant 
Training 
Program



START Program

Training 

Externship

Job Placement and Career 
Development



START Curriculum

Clinical research 
process and 

common research 
terminology

Good Clinical 
Practice and 
Regulations

Privacy, 
Confidentiality, 
and Information 

Security

Project 
Management 

and Study 
Documentation

Research 
Misconduct

Role of a 
Research 
Assistant

Recruitment and 
Retention in 

Research

Informed 
Consent Process

Introduction to 
Research Lab 

Regulations and 
Procedures





Outcomes to Date

5 employed as 

Pitt Clinical Research Assistants

9 
Externships

59 students 
START trained





STricklAnd Research Training (START) Program

Recruiting, training, and developing 

a heterogeneous research staff workforce
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