[REDACTED - Consent Script]
1:35
Johnson, Charlotte M: All right, and so we'll start with some opening questions. I saw that you recently had a publication in Infection and Immunity and Scientific Reports, and I think there was one other. So picking one or any or all of those venues we'd love to hear about that experience, specifically, how did you end up choosing that venue or those venues for your publication?
1:56
BB1: I’ll talk about the one in Infection and Immunity and also the one in Scientific Reports. So, initially, well, let me start for myself, because this a collaborative work, so I do like to choose a journal that is reputable, that is open access, that can give the scientific community access to it. That you don't have to struggle before you get the data, and that is also peer reviewed, because as much as possible I want to avoid predatory journals. So that's one of the reasons why, or the basis I use to select any journal that I would submit a publication to. And also the relevance of my topic to the journal also affects my choice. For example the one sent to the Infection and Immunity, like I mentioned, it was a collaborative work. We initially wanted to send it to JI, Journal of Immunology because the work is related to immunology. But it's not--the journal--they reviewed it, but was not accepted, not because of the quality, but because of the model that we use.
3:26
BB1: JI, which is the Journal of Immunology, they specifically focus on human studies. We use a mice model and because of that it was not accepted, and we sent it immediately to Infection and Immunity, and it was reviewed, and accepted. So that was why we ended up there. Then for the one in Scientific Reports, as mentioned, I like a high quality journal. Scientific Reports is a Nature journal and it’s peer reviewed.
4:05
BB1: They accept papers or publications based on the scientific depth of the story and because it's also an open access paper so, I am the correspondent on this paper, I drove the entire research, data research group. On the work, I am the brain behind either work anyway, so I selected the journal myself. We initially sent it to Genomics, which is an Oxford journal. But Genomics asked us to reduce the size, there are these size limitations. The work was not rejected, in fact it was perfectly scored but they wanted us to reduce the size because of the limited number of pages. Which I feel that, I don't want to do that, it's going to lose a lot of content that we want to sell to the scientific community so that's why we retracted it and sent it to Scientific Reports. They don't have page limits. In fact, if you look at that paper, we have tons of data generated figures,  up to about I think 14 figures. We also have supplementary [information] and that was what Oxford did not want to do. That's why we ended up in Scientific Reports.	Comment by Johnson, Charlotte M: Sell or tell?
5:40
Johnson, Charlotte M: Did you have those two on backup--when you were submitting to JI and the other journal, did you have Scientific Reports and the other immunology journal in your back pocket, just in case? Or did you have to kind of go back to the drawing board?
6:05
BB1: So basically due to the first criteria I told you, that I want a peer reviewed journal, I want open access, and I want a journal with a good impact factor, so they are kind of in the backup, that if this doesn't work I'll go for this category, so any categories of journal that fall into my preference, I automatically move into that.
6:24
Johnson, Charlotte M: Got it, so you’ve already got a pool of journals that you will submit to
BB1: [nods] Yeah.
6:39
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright, next we have some questions about what's important to you generally when choosing an outlet for publication and you went over this a little bit, but Marc’s going to ask you about some specific factors.
6:45
Marc: Thank you yeah like Charlotte said you actually touched on a few of these in our first question, but thinking about what's important to you when choosing an outlet for publication. I posted a bunch of bullet points in the chat just so you can follow along in case you lose track of my words. On a scale of one to five, with one being not at all important, so one the lowest and five being the most important, can you tell us a little bit about how important these factors are for you when deciding where you publish your academic works or publications. So yeah again, one is the lowest five is the highest so, first term: citation frequency.
7:22
BB1: Citation Frequency, yeah I think I would consider…five because I believe that when your work is cited, it shows the impact your work is making in the scientific community.
7:47
Marc: Thank you, and then second term: audience. So thinking about what is the journal’s target audience and the size of the audience.
7:59
BB1: Yeah target audience is also very important. I'm going call that… I would score it four, yes, I’ll score it four.
8:17
Marc: Here's a term you used in the first question, but journal impact factor.
8:22
BB1: Yes, I believe, journal impact factor is built over the years, is built on the reputability of the journal itself and the quality of the work that they do, so the impact factor means a lot to me. I don't want to send my [laughter] the work that I labored for and just send it to a journal that has a very poor impact factor, or that does not [have an impact factor]. Because a lot of researchers are usually afraid of that: if you send your paper to a high impact factor, it may be rejected. But if you do quality work, you should be bold enough to send your papers to that journal. So I think impact factor means a lot to me, yeah I would score it, probably out of 5, a 4.
9:08
BB1: Okay, because there are some works that you do, probably because the funding is not there, or maybe there is one, loopholes, or the other, you are not so confident, you may want to consider a very low impact journal, maybe 2.something or 1.something, “let me just send it out there.”	Comment by Johnson, Charlotte M: Unsure about this one.
9:25
Marc: OK that makes sense. Next term read often by the author, so you. Is it something that you read?
9:42
BB1: The what, come again?
9:51
Marc: Sorry, so the next term is read often by the author, so is it a journal that you read? How important is that to you.
9:52
BB1: Oh well. They may not be journals that I read, but the journal that I read also plays a significant role in this, because I also select the kind of journal that I read based on the area of my research, and based also on the quality of the publications. I know if I read a journal that is peer reviewed, that has quality that will also improve my research, it will improve my science and my line of thought, so I think that makes a lot of impact in my selection, so I would score it four.
10:26
Marc: OK Thank you. Journal cost, so thinking about APC so article processing charges, you mentioned funding, that sort of thing. How important is that?
10:51
BB1: Wow, yeah this is something that usually creates a headache in selecting the publication and the type of publication. So, especially where there is no funding, you have to struggle with your chair to get funding, and that has affected me a lot in selecting journals to publish with, especially if I have two, three manuscripts that I want to publish in a year, and each of them is about $3,000.
11:25
BB1: You know, as [voicing someone else] you want to take out about $9,000 from the same department?? [regular voice] Now that's going to create a lot of problems so I’m sure the chairman will not want to do that. And that's why sometimes you collaborate with people. Sometimes we share the cost. If you see in some of my papers, there are some people, we share co-correspondence because you may--in case you can’t get it funded, especially as a young scientist, I do not have a lot of funds for my research so, but if you work in a group, you can be able to pay for the APC. In short, there are some…That, I mean that plays [a large] role in selection of the journals that are -- for example, we have, there are two manuscripts that we sent out recently. One is currently in Frontiers, Frontiers in Genetics and, if you look at the APC for Frontiers it's about I think $2950, almost $3,000. So we have another article that I said no way, this one is not going to any journal like that. We just have to just look for a journal that is around $500 to $600, and which also has an impact factor of about 1.5 to 2. So that plays a significant role in the choice of the journal.
12:41
BB1: So I’m going to score it, I would score it, I would score it three.
13:14
Marc: Thank you, and then just the term journal prestige. And we'll talk about that a little bit more later, but how do you rate your choice based on journal prestige.
13:32
BB1: Of course everybody wants to be where things are happening. [laughter] But until you get there you keep looking at it. There are some journals that they have a very high prestige that I’m also dreaming that one day I’m going to have a publication there. One of it is the Journal of New England, The New England Journal of Medicine.
13:58
BB1: It's a high impact journal it’s as, I mean it's prestigious. But then, you know. I look forward to something like that, but that doesn't determine my choice anyway. It doesn't determine my choice, so I would still rate it 3.
14:11
Marc: Thank you. Here's another term you mentioned already: open access.
14:23
BB1: Open access is important because it gives a wider audience, it gives access to people, unlike a subscription journal. So for example, if you have open access, it's not restricted. Many people can have access to it. I’ve had problems looking for journals where I have to contact people in the library to get it for me, I have to contact friends from other universities to get it for me. So I think open access is important. I’m going to score it five.
14:48
Marc: So the next term: is it read often by your department? How does that weigh on your choice, so we talked about you, but then this is your department.
15:12
BB1: Read often by my department, yeah that's a good point. I want something that will impact my department too, especially those that we are collaborating together [on]. So yeah it's a good thing for me, I would score it 4.
15:36
Marc: Society affiliation of the journal. So something like the American Biochemistry Society or something like that.
15:41
BB1: Yes, it's also important, I would score it 5, because [laughing] what is the access of your science if the society that you belong to is not making an impact with them. Okay, so I would score it five, I want my work to be relevant to them.	Comment by Ross, Marc E: Not sure
15:49
Marc: Okay, thank you. Whether or not the library has a subscription.
16:09
BB1: Oh [pausing] Yeah like I mentioned. In the past, I have had problems getting some journals and some articles, that I have to approach them in the library here and they helped me out, so I think it would be nice if the library had subscription for some of those journals and I would not have to write a friend and say, [voicing another] Oh, can you get me this journal [normal voice] and so it would be nice if the library has a subscription for it. So I would score it a 4.
16:50
Marc: Okay, thank you. And then finally for this round: Community impact. So thinking outside of your department, does it have a greater impact on the larger community?
17:05
BB1: Yeah, yeah, that has to do with the type of the publication. There are some publications that are subject specific that may not have a general audience. But, in a way, I still believe that if a journal has a broader coverage and a higher community impact, that will be very important for me. For example, there's one of our publications that came out last year in January. And in fact it was a groundbreaking publication because it was selected as one of the best publications then, and we were offered a press review. And not only that, do you know between that time and today we have had 24 citations [laughing] all divided up, what, meaning that is has been cited more than twice a month. So.	Comment by Charlotte M Johnson: All over the world?
18:09
Johnson, Charlotte M: That’s amazing. 
BB1: Yeah so it's really making an impact and it's related to COVID 19. So this is something that is making impact in the community and also in the science, so I’m going to rate it 4.
18:16
Marc: Thank you. Did we miss anything you know, in the words, you know the bullet points that I posted in the chat, is there anything that we might have missed that also factors into your publication choice.
18:39
BB1: [reading notes] I think we touched on everything, because I also I put down some points that's…where I mentioned avoidance of predatory journals. I don't want my science to go to such places, and then we talked about impact factor, I think we really talked about—well, the relevance of the study, I’ll also put it here in case… Sometimes my study is relevant to some journals. For example, there is one of our papers that came out last month about urine. I don't know if you have seen it, but it's recently came out. It's published in Urine journal and it's basically because the work was focused on urine metabolics. We're trying to look at and metabolize as bio matter inside urine that can be used for selection. So that particular journal is focused on that work. So it’s going to have a little bit of constriction or constraint with access by the, you know, different people in the community.
19:34
Marc: That makes sense, okay. Thank you. So we'll do another set of words that we’ll rank. Let me post that set in the chat. 
Marc: Okay, but this time on a scale of one to five same thing, one being the lowest and five being the most important, tell us to what extent you believe the following terms that I posted are valued for your annual performance review or any promotion and tenure reviews that you're going through. So we'll do the same thing one low, five high.
20:26
Marc: Impact factor.
20:37
BB1: I’ll say five.
20:39
Marc: Society affiliation.
20:43
BB1: You mean my society affiliation or the journal’s society?
20:46
Marc: Is the journal that you're publishing in, is the society affiliation important to your review or to your department.
20:53
BB1: No, I don't think so, so I'll just say 3. [laughing]
21:01
Marc: The publication of books or monographs.
21:06
BB1: They are important, yes I would put five.
21:10
Marc: Writing for the public.
21:15
BB1: For the public? Please can you explain more? You mean like a general audience?
21:19
Marc: Yes, more of a general --  similar to what we did with community impact so more of a general audience, or even like a newspaper or something like that.
21:35
BB1: I don't think so. I don't think it’s going to have a significant impact because I mean, I believe that my review, we want to look at my contribution to my field. Yeah, so I think it may not have too much impact, so I’m going to score it three.
21:38
Marc: Number of publications per year.
22:05
BB1: Yeah it makes a lot of impact -- five.
22:08
Marc: Any media coverage of your research.
22:14
BB1: Yeah it also makes a lot of impact if you have media coverage, so, 4.
22:18
Marc: Pre-prints, the publication of pre-prints.
22:24
BB1: Yes, I was told that they accept pre prints but, the impact may not be as much as the published one so maybe three.
22:37
Marc: Openly accessible research.
22:41
BB1: [pausing] It doesn’t….. no. It doesn't have impact from my view, it doesn't have…maybe I’ll score it 2.
22:50
BB1: Once you publish your paper, you publish your paper and you put it there, and they can see the citations, and they should be able to verify. So whether it is openly accessible or not, it doesn't impact the review, I think.
23:04
Marc: Journal name recognition; similar to the earlier question, is it a journal that's been read often by your department or your division chair? Is that important?
23:19
BB1: Journal name recognition may make some impact, but not much, I think, because we're encouraged to publish in a good journal. So I remember they often mentioned that to us, so I’m going to say three.
23:45
Marc: And community impact, so a little narrower than the writing for public point, but yeah larger impact on your community both on your campus, in the region…
23:59
BB1: Hmm, I would say 3.
24:11
Marc: Book chapters.
24:14
BB1: Book chapters… hm, I would say 4. Because book chapters and it's also to get out with a book or monograph yeah, it’s powerful.	Comment by Ross, Marc E: Trails off here
24:20
Marc: And then total number of publications, not just over a year, but you know, over your career.
24:28
BB1: Yeah it makes a significant impact, so I will say five.
24:33
Marc: And again looking at this list is there anything missing, you know, related to publication or related to choice of venue when it comes to your performance evaluation annually? Or if you’re tenure track, you know your promotion reviews?
24:42
BB1: Yeah I think… I'm not sure about citation does citation go on the community impact?
25:04
Johnson, Charlotte M: It could be.
25:12
BB1: Citations by year. I think it's, it’s part of what is going to be in a package for the review, how many times you are cited in a year.
25:22
Marc: Yeah, I think that’s a good addition. Yeah.
25:27
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright. Thank you we're going to switch tracks now and I’m going to paste another list of terms into the chat.
25:40
Johnson, Charlotte M: And I’m going to ask you for definitions of them, just off the cuff, off the top of your head. Often in scholarly publication you'll see the following words used. In your own words, how would you define the following terms, sometimes used to describe academic journals? So we'll start with impact.
25:54
BB1: So impact, well, in my own words, asked to talk about the… I don't want to use the same [laughing] word impact again…. The influence or how important is the work to the community? It can be based on the number of visits people make to the site or to the paper, the number of views, the number of readers, the number of downloads, the number of citations pulled all together. Including comments from people, so that all goes together into the impact that the journal or the paper can make in the community.
27:02
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright thank you, next, can you define open access for us?
27:07
BB1: Yeah open access is a journal that is not restricted. It's been paid for by the author and that's the bad part of it anyway, because [laughter] the author did the work, and you still have to struggle to get the money to publish, so. Now, it's been paid for so it's made open to the wider community, it’s not restricted. So that's what I can regard as open access.
27:22
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great, thank you. I actually had a follow up question about open access, do you tend to go for journals that are completely open access or are you open to publishing in venues that are traditional publications, but have maybe an open access option.
27:44
BB1: Yes, so now--this is where--yeah, this is the problem with open access too because there are some open access [journals], like I mentioned, that will be predatory journal just because they want your money and once you put your paper there, you pay them to get it published. But if it's an open access that is thoroughly peer reviewed and has a significant impact, I think I will work on that. I work on traditional open access too. We've added publications like that to--the journal wasn’t--when the paper was published, it was not open access, but over time, I think about after two years or so, I don't know what they use as a criteria, they left it open. Maybe when they have enough subscriptions for that paper then they leave it open.
28:35
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great, thank you. Alright next term, can you define what a discoverable journal would be.
28:58
BB1: Hm, a discoverable journal should be close to open access, but it may not really be an open access, maybe non-open access but a journal that, at least if you search for it, it should be on top of your search, when the search results come out. You don't have to struggle around to, especially if it's in your area or subject matter. So a discoverable journal, a journal that you can easily find.
29:41
Johnson, Charlotte M: Next, rigor. So what does it mean for journal to be rigorous or have rigor?
29:46
BB1: Yeah I’ve seen that a lot. Like I mentioned, a journal you may just think [shakes head] garbage and since they want your money, it's not peer reviewed, there are errors there, typos, bad grammar and everything, they just junk it out there.
30:02
BB1: But a journal that has rigor would be peer reviewed by the editor, be peer reviewed by the reviewer, they look into the detail because they want to protect their integrity. So they take you to rounds and rounds of review, and if it doesn't meet the standard they are going to reject it. If it meets the standard they publish it. So rigor has to do with all these things, detailing on the science part, on the writing part, and that is very, very important.
30:23
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you. Next: quality.
30:45
BB1: Oh. [laughing]
30:48
BB1: So quality, rigor, I think there’s a thin line between both of them anyway from what I just defined now
30:56
BB1: But I think, maybe I may still add something to the rigor again. That's the efforts that the author, they put into the work. For example, if you do just a small analysis or you carry out a small research work, that needs some more validation before it is being published, so rigor I mean that can count on rigor. How much experiment, how much work is done, then in terms of the quality too. What is the quality of the science? You want to talk about: Is this something that is just on the surface or you went deep, you dive deeply into the work? And quality in the science, quality in the writing, quality in the figures. You see some journals, they publish a poor figure. I’ve had, in one of our papers we sent out last year, some of the figures were returned to us because [??] quality. So we had to redraw and did everything to meet the quality. So all those things have to be in place, you know it's very important to have a quality journal.
32:08
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you, and then, finally, can you define prestige for us.
32:26
BB1: The term prestige. Hm, it’s prestigious. [laughing] Yeah prestige it’s built on all these—quality, rigor, and you know the impact. We have talked about it. Before a journal can be prestigious, it’s--that is built over time, it's not just because you just come up in a day or because of one [act?].
32:44
BB1: So it's so many things that into it, for example, a journal will be prestigious if they are known for their quality, they are known for their rigor, they're known for the depth of the science, they are publishing and you also see the kind of people that published there, although…
33:06
BB1: Well, I don't want to say this anyway, there are some journals that you may feel that they are prestigious because of the “big fish” that are there. Anyway. So I’ll just leave it at that.
33:41
Johnson, Charlotte M: Fair enough.
33:46
Johnson, Charlotte M: Do you think other folks in your division or department will define these similarly? Or do you ever hear these terms talked about or discussed within your division or department?
33:48
BB1: Sure, sure, we talk about it, we talked about even last week when we had a meeting and though it's another meeting anyway, after the meeting we're talking generally about journals. So people mentioned stuff like this, so it's something that I believe to a large extent every faculty, we talk about it and they have similar views.
34:05
Johnson, Charlotte M: Finally, so this study is an offshoot of a previous study that Marc and I did with Ithaka S&R, which is a library and information research group. So I’m going to ask you a couple of questions that we took from that study just to kind of provide a baseline with our previous findings.
34:34
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, so the first one is: have you reflected on how the ability of other people to read your work without a subscription might impact how it is used and cited?
34:43
BB1: Of course it will! [laughing]
34:54
BB1: It will! For example, you know there are some places or some parts of the world that do not have the funding to get some of these non-open access journals. So, meaning that they are restricted from reading. I’ve had people from Africa send emails to me, to help them get some journals because they don't have access to it. Yeah so that means they are limited.
35:17
Johnson, Charlotte M: Have you had, I think I know the answer to this, but have you had any experiences publishing open access and what are your thoughts on that?
35:29
BB1: Yeah I think we have asked and said that already, do we have to go over that?
35:42
Johnson, Charlotte M: No you don't have to answer that again.
35:47
Johnson, Charlotte M: All right. So we know your perceptions on open access, what do you think the perception in your department is about open access?
35:52
BB1: Well. I'm pretty young here. I got here last year in September. But I haven't had cause to really talk about that with people, of somebody's opinion about it or, especially on this open access stuff. But I believe that to a large extent, people may share the same thought I have about open access.
36:10
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright, have you ever needed -- and I think you answered this too -- so have you ever needed a publication that we didn't have access to at the Pitt libraries and, if so, what if you do?
36:34
BB1: Yes, I have, and I wrote [librarian name] here, and she directed me to someone else again, who helped me out, [coughs] and they helped me out, I was able to get gain access to it, and it was very helpful for me.
36:45
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great and you mentioned sometimes you reach out to authors or colleagues?
37:07
BB1: Yes, I do, I do. 
37:08
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright, so that comes to the end of our questionnaire. Is there anything else you'd like to expand upon that we talked about today.
37:12
BB1: Yes, thank you and I appreciate your time with me and you mentioned something here, that… Give me a second, let me just think. 
[looking through notes] I read something about the university having a pre-print or something, where is it, I read something somewhere.
38:01
BB1: Here.
38:08
BB1: I think I read something on putting the academic work or a preprint on the university library...
38:13
Johnson, Charlotte M: Oh yeah, the institutional repository.
38:24
BB1: Yes! Again, because I remember, so I noted that, so I’m going to ask question on that.
38:25
BB1: And so the university repository: do people have access to it? Does it show up when, maybe if you search for it, or do you have to be on the university library to access it?
38:39
Johnson, Charlotte M: It's completely open access. Now I don't know how high on search results it pops up if you just Google it. Actually, our colleague Lauren who's also on the research team would be a better person to talk about that she's kind of in charge of that.
38:55
Johnson, Charlotte M: But it is everything that is put on D-Scholarship is open access and whether that's a preprint or postprint. Did that answer your question.
39:04
BB1: Yes, because that that that would be very good for me to consider especially there are some research that, I mean, some papers that once you get it done, you want to quickly put it somewhere. I use preprints -- I learned as of late if I’m going to send the paper for a peer review sometimes you can upload it in the preprint server and let it be out there and I learned that lesson because of the bad experience I had before. So, we had a work, research done, almost wrapping it up and suddenly a publication came out that did exactly what we did.
39:42
Johnson, Charlotte M.: Oh no.
40:05
Johnson, Charlotte M: What a bummer.
40:06
BB1: I screamed just like you screamed.
40:11
BB1: It was devastating and we just had to abandon the work. At some point, I was looking at what can we add to it that these people have not done, at least so that our efforts would not be wasted.
40:12
BB1: But someone suggested to me that once you get your work done, instead of delaying it, because sometimes we try to see delay, oh let me do this, let me do this, let me revise this, you can put it on the preprint server while you continue to…there you can obtain a DOI, and once you work has a DOI you are sure it's out there, nobody else can, you know…
40:40
BB1: So I think I would love to explore that if the university has something like, a preprint like that.
40:50
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah I’m going to put the URL in the chat, so that will take you to the institutional repository. Do you use bioXiv or anything like that?
41:05
BB1: Yes, I have.
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yes, yeah, so this is similar.
41:08
BB1: But I have, this D-scholarship, I once uploaded a PDF of the… I won the Pitt Momentum grant earlier this year and they asked me to prepare a PowerPoint and I think they shared it here, so but I don't think I have an account yet. Okay, I will do that.
41:38
Johnson, Charlotte M: yeah and if you have any questions about that feel free to reach out to us and with any questions.
41:40
BB1: All right, thank you so much.
41:45
Johnson, Charlotte M: Very good. Did you want to talk about anything else that we discussed today.
41:48
BB1: I’m okay. I appreciate that you reached out to me, and it was nice talking with you and Marc.
41:52
Marc: Thank you so much.
41:57
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah thank you and, finally, do you have any questions for us about the project or anything else.
41:59
BB1: Yes, if there is anything else you need from me in your projects, if there's a way I can contribute to it, please let me know at any time. Feel free to reach out okay.
42:03
Johnson, Charlotte M: All right, I’m going to stop the recording.

