[REDACTED - Consent Script]
1:34
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright, so to start off, I saw that you had recently had a publication in Marine Structures. Congratulations! I’d love to hear about that experience. Specifically, how did you end up choosing that venue for your publication?
1:49
JCE1: My recently published paper was about dynamic characteristics of an 8.6 lightweight FRP towers and supporting mass on its top. We developed a new technology for design fabrication: a lightweight tower made from multicell cells. The paper presents the results of extensive dynamic and static analyses of a 9 meter segment of a full scale tower. When I was working on this, I was searching for a decent journal, a journal that works good with the work I'm doing. I decided to submit my work to Journal of Marine Structures because my topic fit the journal very well, and Marine Structures is a well-known, top-tier journal with a good review process.
3:59
Johnson, Charlotte M: I’ve got a couple of questions for you about what's generally important to you when choosing an outlet for publication. I’m going to paste a list of factors into the chat and I’m going to ask you, on a scale of one to five, with one being not at all important and five being the most important, how important each of the following factors are to you when deciding where you submit your academic work for publication. 
4:28
JCE1: As a researcher, what I’m looking for is quality peer review. This is very important, as well as the review process itself. And whether it’s indexed. So if the journal is indexed in Scopus and Science Citation Index Expanded, and there’s good feedback about the quality of the journal, and quality peer review. The editorial board is important as well. One of the most important factors is also the impact factor because it’s a measure of the overall quality of the journal. So a higher impact factor means it’s a prestigious journal. So Marine Structures is one of the really good journals, and I was happy in my experience with them. It took me more than a year to publish this article, and it actually went through two revisions, but the feedback I got was really great. So that’s why I say quality peer review and impact factor are my top things.
6:13
Johnson, Charlotte M: So when you were looking at Marine Structures, was the impact factor the first thing you considered? Or was there anything else?
6:37
JCE1: It’s a part of it, yes. As I said at the beginning, honestly, I was searching for a decent journal [laughter]. I was looking at every journal that had some specific parts—you know, you need to find a good fit for your work, and then I found Marine Structures and realized it was one of the top journals. And then I saw it has a good impact factor, it has a quality peer review process. And I say, why not? The work is good, let’s send it to them. And then I received good feedback from them, and I was happy with the outcome.
7:08
Johnson, Charlotte M: Good. So I’d like to go through this list on a scale of one to five. How important is the citation frequency of the journal? Like is it a commonly or frequently cited journal. Is that important to you?
7:21
JCE1: It’s very important because you like to see your work spread. You like to see people actually citing your work. Especially when you have totally new, evolving technology. For me, there are two things about research as a professor. There’s research where you find a topic that you want to build on, maybe from a gap in the literature (and that’s not easy because you need data to do a really good literature review), or you have research that’s completely new like the work I published in Marine Structures. You probably just came across one of my articles, but it is actually seven or eight articles with the same technology. It’s complete technology, where I actually suggested a technology that could possibly replace the use of steel in construction materials. And it isn’t easy, because you have to do lots of tests, lots of experiment work, lots of analyses, and at the end of the day, you also need to present your work to people who really understand what you’re doing and what your work is about.
So I think publishing in Marine Structures was a good experience, and I really recommend this journal. It has a good quality peer review, a good impact factor, and it’s indexed in both Scopus and Science Citation. So yes, of course citation is important to me. Impact factor is also the second one I’d go with. Open access is good because that way there aren’t any restrictions and anyone can read your work, even if they aren’t in the field.
9:52
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you – so you obviously want to be cited a lot but when you're doing groundbreaking research, but you may not be cited as much because you’re trailblazing and no one else is working on it. That makes sense. 
Does the society affiliation of the journal have any impact on whether you trust it or decide to publish there?
10:25
JCE1: It has some impact, yeah.
10:36
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, what about whether or not the libraries have a subscription to it? Does that make any difference?
10:50
JCE1: It helps.
10:53
Johnson, Charlotte M: How about whether it's read often by you? Do you have to have read a journal for you to consider publishing in it?
11:05
JCE1: [thinking carefully] …yeah. 
11:14
Johnson, Charlotte M: Next, I am going to paste another list of terms.
11:17
[crosstalk]
11:29
Johnson, Charlotte M: I want you to think about what is valued by the committees on your performance reviews or your promotion reviews. I’m curious how you feel that this next list of things is valued when it comes to reviewing your package for either promotion or just your annual reviews. So, can you tell me about impact factor? How highly valued is that when other people are looking at your work?
11:40
JCE1: I think impact factor is one of the most important things for a researcher usually—and actually I sort of agree with that because impact factor is a way that you measure whether a journal is prestigious or not. It’s a measure of the overall work of the journal. So the higher the impact factor, the more we know it’s a prestigious journal. So yes, impact factor plays an important role because when someone applies for promotion, they look for a journal that is indexed in Scopus and in Science Citation Expanded. If the journals are indexed in Scopus and in Science Citation Index Expanded, it usually has a reasonable impact factor. Some of them higher, some of them lower, but impact factor is very important. And the promotion committee are all very experienced people, and they would definitely look for journals with a good impact factor. Society affiliation is also important, I’d say. Media coverage of the research…like a citation?
13:38
Johnson, Charlotte M: If Popular Science talks about your research, for example, or NPR or the news, how much your promotion committee would value that?
13:50
JCE1: On a scale of one to five, I would say three or two. Impact factor is usually five. The journal’s name is also a five. For example, I submitted an article to the American Society of Civil Engineers, and I can tell from the name that it’s also a great journal. If I’m sitting on the promotion committee I would notice the name, even if it’s the first time I’ve heard of the journal. But there are some types of journals it’s harder to tell just from the name. When I talk with colleagues, we say “this is a good journal” or “maybe shoot for this journal.” Maybe there’s a good quality peer review process, so I would say a three. Impact factor would be [five].

15:06
Johnson, Charlotte M: Let's talk about books or monographs. In your field are those highly valued for review or promotion?
15:09
JCE1: In my field?
15:18
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah in civil engineering or for your promotion. Would your committee value a book or a monograph that you wrote? 
15:31
JCE1: Yeah. I would say a four or a five.
15:34
Johnson, Charlotte M: Writing for the public, so say this new technology that you developed, if you wrote about for just non-academic circles. How valuable, do you think they would find that?
15:49
JCE1: The promotion committee?
15:52
Johnson, Charlotte M: Mm-hmm.
15:53
JCE1: I would say a three or two. Maybe that’s just my opinion though, and they think differently.
15:59
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, what about the number of publications you put out per year?
16:05
JCE1: Oh sure, that's a very important factor. That will be five.
16:15
Johnson, Charlotte M: Do they value preprints in your package?
16:18
JCE1: I would say a four, because then you can get access to it.
16:35
Johnson, Charlotte M: Speaking of access, how important is openly accessible research?
16:42
JCE1: I think that would be a four. It’s important, it’s good for students.
Johnson, Charlotte M: What if you just wrote a chapter of a book? How valuable would they find that?
JCE1: Five or four.
17:10
Johnson, Charlotte M: And then the total number of publications throughout your career.
17:14
JCE1: Usually there's some requirement, and if you exceed the requirement, that’s really good, so I would say also five.
17:20
Johnson, Charlotte M: Do you any conception of how many you're expected to publish?
17:28
JCE1: I don’t have a number, but I would say that at a minimum, it’s good for a professor who actually does research to have at least one journal article per year, and maybe a conference or two minimum. If you exceed that number, great. But this is every year.
17:59
Johnson, Charlotte M: Is there anything missing from our list here that you think that promotion review committees take into account when it comes to your publications?
18:09
JCE1: I think you summarized it all. I don’t see anything missing. I think there are even things I didn’t consider, that’s good.
18:28
Johnson, Charlotte M: I’m going to ask you a couple of other questions now. This study that I’m doing with two of my colleagues is an off shoot of another study that I did a couple of years ago. I’m going to ask you a couple of questions that I took from that study, just so we can provide a baseline. 
Have you reflected on how the ability of other people to read your work without a subscription might impact how it is used and cited?
18:59
JCE1: Yes, it’s important. It’s good when you see that other people are actually reading and citing it. Sometimes we will review works and we don’t have a subscription, so we decide not to cite the work. And I think this plays into my decision when I choose what journal I need to submit my work to. It’s a very important factor. Marine Structures, for example, is a good journal. Why? Because it supports open access as a journal. You have two options, golden open access and subscriptions. And then my articles are accessible to developing nations and all subscribers. So that’s a really good thing. And that’s why I chose Marine Structures. 

20:06
Johnson, Charlotte M: For the articles that you're publishing there, did you take the open access option? If you had a choice, can you tell me about why you chose either one or the other?
20:45
JCE1: To be honest, I don’t remember what I chose. [laughter] But likely, I chose open access because I don’t see why I wouldn’t choose that. 
I think a good quality open access journal is important because of a number of things. The research you publish will be available to everyone to read, and it’ll be open forever. This allows for work to be read and used by others, even those outside the field and outside of academia. I think it’s important for a researcher to take this into consideration. Because you don’t just want to publish your work, you also want to see it spread so people know about it, right? But also, you need to keep in mind there’s a downside. Sometimes the work is about a new technology that you spent a lot of money on, and sometimes people will just take it. So it’s good to keep both sides in mind. But personally, I support open access journals because why would I want to keep back all that information? I want to spread it to students, because if students can get easy access to the materials, they can think and ask questions. 
I do some small-scale research in the university where I invite my undergrad students to come and get some hands-on experience. I think about what small projects can help them see how we can actually use the technology, information, and knowledge we learned in class to do an experiment. For example, in Johnstown, there are these old houses. […] Part of my materials course is a composite section, where you have materials that are made from several materials. So when we see old beams or old structures, I ask “Why do we need to destroy these old structures? Why can’t we keep it in the original?” We think about carbon dioxide, global warming and things and we ask the students “Can we rehabilitate the structures? Can we just extend the service life of the structures? What can we do in order to make the structures actually strong?” Strength-wise and stiffness-wise, so we add some cheap materials, increasing the strength by a certain number, or increasing the stiffness. We test before strengthening and we test after, so we try to introduce the students to thinking this way. I think it’s very important to have open access journals because if a student is asked to write on or research a topic, he can easily get access to good published articles instead of having to pay some certain amount or going to the library.
24:28
Johnson, Charlotte M: So it's easier for students to access open access journals than it is to have to go to the library, and log in with their--
JCE1: Right.
24:45
Johnson, Charlotte M: That makes sense.
24:49
Johnson, Charlotte M: When it comes to open access, do you ever find the article processing charges or any other costs a hurdle? Or do you come across them at all?
25:01
JCE1: I haven’t actually, no. Just based on my limited experience. I’m aware there are probably some processing fees.
25:23
Johnson, Charlotte M: If you wanted to publish something open access and you were asked to pay a fee to publish it open access, would that give you pause or would you go for it with whatever funding you may or may not have?
25:38
JCE1: That’s a decision I’d have to make. If the work is a good fit with this open access journal, maybe I’d go with that. If it’s not a good fit, maybe I wouldn’t. It depends on the case.
25:48
Johnson, Charlotte M: What do you think the perception in your division or department is about open access?
26:06
JCE1: I definitely think they support open access journals. As I said, it’s good for students and good for people outside the field. And it’s good for anyone who’s interested in learning about engineering. It’s not necessarily going to be someone from the field. Maybe someone reads the article because he has some small issues in his house, and he can just search Google Scholar, get some data and it helps him. So I think they definitely support it.
26:51
Johnson, Charlotte M: So you and your colleagues agree about the importance?
27:02
JCE1: About open access journals? Probably yes.
27:08
Johnson, Charlotte M: Finally, have you ever needed a publication that you did not have access to through the Pitt library system and, if so, what did you do?
27:21
JCE1: I was thinking about that, yes I did. There was a situation where I went to the library and was looking for a publication. It’s sort of a standard, so I’ve come to learn they don’t have access to it. If I remember correctly, it was Single Story Building Design, which is published by the Canadian Institute of Steel Construction. So I just talked to a librarian there, and she was wondering, she helped and asked about the ISSN, and I was able to provide that. I got it within a couple of days. They called me saying it was available. So that’s the only thing I remember so far because I’m relatively new to the university. This is my fourth year here.
Johnson, Charlotte M: Nice, so you just went through your three year review.
JCE1: Yes.
28:30
Johnson, Charlotte M: Nice, congrats.
28:33
JCE1: Yeah, thanks!
28:37
Johnson, Charlotte M: [laughter] Are there other methods you use to get access to materials sometimes, such as emailing the author or asking a colleague for an article you can't get access to?
28:39
JCE1: For me, when I want to search for articles related to my topic, I do have friends and we talk about things sometimes, but mostly I use Google Scholar. You can find some things on Google Scholar, and you can also use research platforms and I can write the author himself. And also, I use references. When you read an article, there’s lots of references, so when I write my own articles I cite other people. And when people read my article, they look at the references so they can search, and one reference leads to another. That’s one of the things I do. I also check with the library. They have access to articles, and also there’s an open access repository for open access journals you can go on. So I guess that’s how I do it.
29:53
Johnson, Charlotte M: Fascinating. So you'll find something else that that'll serve your purposes, it sounds like?
29:56
JCE1: Yes I do.
30:01
[REDACTED—Personal Conversation]
