[REDACTED - Consent Script]
1:33
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great Thank you alright so we'll start by talking about you know some of your recent publications -- I see you had a book in print according to your website did that have finally get to press? [Redacted – Book Title]
1:34
JG1: So no but I’ve been talking to my publisher the last week and they say ‘Oh, we should be out by the fall.’
1:47
Johnson, Charlotte M: That's exciting.
1:55
JG1: Yeah, so there are there, there are some edits that the editor of the book series wanted to see before -- let's see usual stuff so yeah but it looks promising.
2:07
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah hopefully that that goes quickly. I see it's on Springer already is that right? Or are those just reviews I was looking at?
2:12
JG1: Okay, so it depends a little bit what you’re referring to. I did pull up my CV here as well, which I don't know if it's useful to have it, I can send it to you.
2:27
Johnson, Charlotte M: Oh good yeah I’m looking at -- let’s see it looks like SpringerLink has something.
2:32
JG1: Okay. That is probably my book called [REDACTED - Book Title].
2:41
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah 
2:44
JG1: Yeah so I’m continuing with the same publisher for a series of edited books.
Johnson, Charlotte M: Oh okay
2:47
JG1: That's what's in progress, right now, so [REDACTED - Book Title] has been out for two years now, yeah. 
2:54
Johnson, Charlotte M: Well that’s exciting, and it looks like you also had a recent book review published in Geographical Review.
3:09
JG1: Correct, yeah that's a very minor thing.
3:14
Johnson, Charlotte M: Ah okay.
3:16
JG1: Just a book review, it doesn't account for much in terms of academic reputation, but.
3:17
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah so for the book review, I’m curious, did you choose Geographical Review to publish or did they invite it or, can you tell us a little bit how you chose that specific publication.
3:24
JG1: They invited me because I personally know the book review editor.
3:37
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, [laughter]
3:42
JG1: She wanted more reviews and had found a book she thought would be suitable for me, so in essence I did her a favor. Because when I was an Assistant professor I did multiple book reviews, because those were things that were quick, you put on your CV quickly. At this point I rarely do it, it is frankly, not quite worth my time to do that. I’d rather I spend time on something that gives me more bang for my buck.
4:10
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah so are you focusing more on books, these days, more than articles?
4:18
JG1: Eh, well both but in the sense if one looks at my CV it kind of looks like that has been happening so, is it is without perhaps meaning to do so, that has been the case, and I think it's fairly natural now once you have established yourself after a number of years, you kind of move in that direction often and sort of synthesize your research. And so I have published a couple of books.
4:50
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great, I was curious about that-- and so we've got some questions for you, about generally what's important to you when choosing an outlet for publication and we're specifically talking about peer reviewed journal manuscripts. So I’ll hand it to Marc to get started.
4:54
Ross, Marc E: Thank you so much I’m Marc and I'm helping Charlotte with the interviews, so I’ll do this middle section. Let me copy some terms and I’ll put them in a chat. Like Charlotte said, this section asks about what's important to you generally when choosing an outlet for publication, specifically a journal. I’m going to ask – and I’m going to put it in the chat a bunch of terms, and I’ll read them too, but in case we get lost in our talking. On a scale of one to five, with one being not at all important and five being the most important, can you tell us how important these following factors are to you when deciding where you submit your academic work for publication? So citation frequency, and one is the lowest and five is the highest.
5:48
JG1: Um… Okay, can I sort of made comments as well.
6:08
Ross, Marc E: Yes. Yeah I was gonna say if there's any clarification or, if you want to indulge us, that's great, yeah.
6:13
JG1: Yeah uh, it is a little bit of a double edged sword, in that a journal with a high readership or impact factor, for example, are often of course harder to publish in. The acceptance rate is way down right and then, particularly for me with limited amount of time to conduct research or to do the research,  everything about the research process is limited to a couple of months in the summer, sometimes I don't go for the biggest journals or the highest impact factor and so forth simply because I know that the likelihood of rejection might be 80% or so. Then it might not be good use of my time. So I have to make a judgment call based on those factors in terms of: Okay, where do I place myself, okay so then maybe I typically start at some kind of middle level, not the absolute most prestigious in the world, but find national journals in the United States that also may have an international readership. And I start with there, and if I’m rejected I you know find another. So yeah I look at those factors you mentioned here, but not in a way you, you might initially think that would be the way I make a case for myself in terms of how to do things. It may also be dependent on my manuscript. Is it something I worked on for a long time, and I think that this is the best I’ve ever done? Right, then, then you go for the higher impact factor, the you know the big audience. Or if I think Oh, this is something I didn't have time to really spend a whole lot of time on, or how it is with research you come to a conclusion like Hmm! maybe that wasn't exciting as I thought. Then, then I adjust accordingly.
8:22
Ross, Marc E: No, that makes a lot of sense, I think you hit like a few of our terms but I’ll ask you a few specific but--
8:27
JG1: I forgot the numerical ratings part!
8:34
Ross, Marc E: So yeah we'll just we'll just go down the list and if you want to as I’m saying the terms, if you want to reiterate anything you said. And we're not doing this very quantitative but we kind of want to know just how important are so if I’m looking at citation frequency, what would you rank one to five.
8:42
JG1: Yeah probably like four. It is important in different ways, and not the only one or super important, quite important yeah.
8:51
Ross, Marc E: And audience, you mentioned the depending on what you're trying to publish and what you're working on that might affect how important it is to you, but yeah generally how important is the audience who's reading the journal?
9:16
JG1: Yeah so, the journal’s target audience, that would be very important, like five. Particularly if you publish more of a kind of a niche manuscript and it becomes very important where once you publish it narrows it down to a couple sometimes. Perhaps even one. And, but how big that audience is this a little bit less important probably like three.
9:43
Ross, Marc E: Okay.
9:48
JG1: Particularly in the context of your publishing and if you’re a narrow field than the size of the audience in the purely quantitative way is a little less important.
9:51
Ross, Marc E: Yeah and you mentioned this term, a few times already, but journal impact factor value -- how important is that to you when choosing a venue?
10:03
JG1: Yeah a little bit less than I think than the audience part but like I said I, as I was talking about it, I could deduce certain things from the impact factor in different ways, but actually I’d say three. It's not something I actually -- I rarely go to the impact factor and start comparing when looking at publishing. Virtually never.
10:20
Ross, Marc E: Okay is it a journal that's read, often by you?
10:35
JG1: Yes, I would say so, rank that four maybe even five. In that I rarely publish in a journal or look to publish in a journal that I never read anything from because it means that, well, it's probably not relevant to me in my research. Unless of course I suddenly start to do something that's a little bit different than I ever done before. Then, suddenly it doesn't have to be something I’m too familiar with. But it's pretty important yeah. Did I say five? Did I conclude that? Yeah, let’s stick with that.
11:32
Ross, Marc E: Yeah that's fine that makes sense. Next, journal costs, so we list APC as a article processing charge that sometimes authors need to pay to get published things like that how important is journal cost to you?
11:47
JG1: You're hitting my pet peeve here. And I will pontificate greatly here about this. That ranks as five, undoubtedly. I only publish in journals that don't have a fee -- which is most in my field of the well known, well established journals. Many of the newer ones that cropped up in the last decade, that's a different story. Just to summarize very quickly, why I don't publish in journals with the costs associated with it is: a) me at a branch campus here, I don't have a big research group. I don't have a large grant. I can't spill 2000 bucks out of my own pocket to publish. It is completely ludicrous. It's just not going to happen. And b) I have serious fundamental philosophical argument against this, you know, pay to publish. It's a perverse incentive and I won't really [laughter] elaborate any further, you may have heard those arguments before. I’m categorically opposed to it this way academia’s moving, but what can I do.
12:41
Ross, Marc E: Thank you, and we might touch upon these topics, a little bit later so keep that you know, in your mind. Journal prestige and however you might define that and again we'll clarify that a little bit later, but how important is that to you?
13:12
JG1: Well. Somewhat. it's not a five maybe a four. [long pause] I guess we all like that to some extent [laugher] Everybody’s just a little bit vain but in my level of my career I’m a full professor. I’m kind of mid career I’m not too old I’m 53 so the prestige aspect in my case I’ve kind of gone down a little bit over the last decade. You know I feel at a point, what that heck I do whatever I want these days. Right I’m a full professor I’m not gonna do anything else most likely, right? You know, yeah, one can always move jobs; I can maybe get another job. I’m not likely to do that, it's not very likely, but who knows. So you keep an eye on it, but it's not actually important.
14:16
Ross, Marc E: Open access.
14:32
JG1: Well it's a double edged sword again because open access often comes with the pay and the fee related issues that we talked about previously, which is of course the whole argument for that type of system, so I mean in principle I’m all for open access. But because of the former issues, it becomes a little bit less important to me like a rank number three, and then I try to disseminate my research, as I see fit to as many people that I know as possible, in ways that are reasonably consistent with copyright laws. So, and I try to get it out that way and encourage people to share it, you know researching and that type of way of disseminating things. So the fact that it’s open access, eh you know more middling when I look at things.
15:26
Ross, Marc E: All right, how about, that it's read often by your department.
15:38
JG1: That's like a one. Okay, so it depends on what you mean by department. Department of Geography and Environmental Studies at Johnstown well there are three of us. One does mapping, one does environmental science, and me who does human geography, so nobody else in my department is going to be interested in my musings. Okay, so it doesn't matter, no.
15:53
Ross, Marc E: All right, and that makes sense at a regional campus for sure. How about society affiliation for the journal, so I apologize I don't necessarily know what society, is there an American Geographical or you know, that sort of society.
16:05
JG1: Yeah no I understand the question perfectly well.
JG1: Two, maybe, in that I can only imagine one case where something affiliated with my large organization, the American Association of Geographers, if you publish in one of their three journals then you get a lot of exposure. And that's definitely a good thing. I currently have the manuscript under review in such a journal. And that, exactly, that’s one of the big ones so I got a revise and resubmit like this big [holding arms out to demonstrate a long list].
17:00
JG1: But at least you know it's not rejected, and that type of journal, you know you’re kind of dancing around “yes, it was not rejected.” [raises fists in an excited manner] So I’m way overdue in terms of returning that to them, because I’m teaching classes for eight months and now I’m just getting to that finally. But anyway, so in one case, I would say it matters, otherwise I don't think it entered my mind beyond that particular case.
17:23
Ross, Marc E: Whether or not the library has a subscription to the journal?
17:38
JG1: You mean Pitt library specific?
17:42
Ross, Marc E: Yes, Pitt’s library
17:44
JG1: [thinking noises] Maybe like a two it probably doesn't matter a whole lot. But then again when I read research material, it is way easier to get ahold of things if it was published in something that has a Pitt library subscription, so I tend to read more from those journals. So coming back to some of the things we've previously talked about, yeah it does filter in, in a sense, informally. Not that I think of that as important, but because I tend to read journals that I have access to the material very easily, and therefore more likely to publish in those. 
18:25
JG1: And occasionally journals that I have to use interlibrary loan for, you know I’m probably realistically less inclined to publish there, because they become a little bit more peripheral in my head. Yeah so maybe I up that to three from a practical standpoint, while I’m thinking about it.
18:33
Ross, Marc E: That makes sense and then last on this list is community impact. So beyond academia, you know either just for your campus community the Johnstown community or Western Pennsylvania, or you do global stuff so you know, a bigger community impact.
18:53
JG1: Yeah I started thinking about more along those lines, over time. So now it is, you know in the beginning, you’re an assistant professor and all you care about is getting tenure. And community impact, you know, it's sad to say, matters very little. But once you get to my point, you start thinking about, okay is anybody else interested? So now it has sort of you know it’s probably more like a three or something like that from a one. In fact, probably the research that I’ve got most interest in, not so much from academia but other people, was from a journal that was not very prestigious academically but had it open access. And for one reason or another, people found it all over the world and started talking to me, emailing me, calling me, largely journalists. And it had to do with music and once you start writing about music, other people are interested. I started out focusing on urban research that was my PhD. And you write about esoteric topics about government policy [laughter], but once you start writing about popular culture, people are interested. So suddenly I started to get a lot more interest from all kinds of people, right? And, in some ways, then -- particularly for me, I think -- I could make a claim to my boss that people are interested in this. I’m making a case that I, you know, when you write about music it's hard to say, oh it's making an import in the greater scheme of things in the world; it's not about world peace and war is just about pop songs for Christ’s sake. But if somebody’s paying attention outside a narrow field of academia so that has I think been important to me academically as well in the end I think, you know.
21:16
Ross, Marc E: That's really cool and we'll hit a couple of the things that you talked about in our next list, but first is there anything missing from our list and the things that we've talked about that also impact your choice of publication venue?
21:17
JG1: Um, well, one thing that came to my mind, now, is if, at times, often but probably half of my at least, the majority of my publications are single author. But sometimes if you have a co-author, you know they have context, they have ideas, of a similar kind of that I have listed, but you know they might have slightly different opinions about that, and they said hey we should do this, we should do that. So you know you talk to your co-author and you know that that might matter as well.
22:07
Ross, Marc E: Yeah that's a really good point and just for clarification so you're a Full professor so that means you've achieved tenure at Johnstown.
22:09
JG1: Correct I achieved tenure in 2008, 9 maybe? Full professor about six years later, so I’ve been full professor about six years maybe something like that. Give or take a little bit.
22:36
Ross, Marc E: The next list of terms that we're going to use, are thinking about how important they are and how -- I'll just read the question! On a scale of one to five, with one being not at all important and five being the most important, tell us to what extent you believe the following terms are valued for your annual performance reviews, or thinking back on your promotion and tenure reviews in the past, how these terms related to publishing -- how important they are, thinking again about your performance reviews tenure reviews things like that so --
23:18
Ross, Marc E: First one, again one to five, impact factor of your publications.
23:22
JG1: Um [pause] It's like three maybe. You know my boss doesn't go look at the impact factor, a whole lot. Usually what I do in my average annual performance evaluation report that all right it's just say this is an international journal it’s is it published by MacMillan or something and then is recognized as a bona fide academic publisher and then they say OK good. [laugh] So yeah here at the branch campus nobody sits and looks at the details of impact.
24:03
Ross, Marc E: Society affiliation.
24:12
JG1: Kind of like a three, let's say, maybe even four or something like that. Okay if it's published by Pennsylvania Geographical Society, then everybody knows that this is pretty small potatoes in the bigger scheme of things right? And then we have oh it’s published by thus-and-so society which is national, but fairly small, okay, so it’s one step up. OK and if it's published by you know, a big one, with a national reputation, of course, you know my boss could easily see that matters a whole lot. It's somewhat important yeah.
24:51
Ross, Marc E: Okay, the publication of books or monographs.
25:02
JG1: I would say, for things like earlier in [pause] tenure I don't think it's that really expected, you haven’t come as far to focus on that and in some ways actually discouraged. And the reason why is you don't want to be stuck writing a book for five years and then something, you hit a snag, and then you have nothing to show for it and you've been booted out of here. It’s much better to do journal articles, you know get a few out of those, do good enough for tenure and then move on. I think, importantly, then, however, when I go up for full professor, it is not a necessity to have a book, but in some ways, going towards what you want, with the next step. That this is then something you could show that goes beyond. You synthesize your research in a way that you can’t do with a smaller article, a shorter article and then as I said, you don't have to have that to be promoted to full professor but that's kind of honestly what I see in almost all the cases that people go up for full professor that they have a book. So it goes from like three to five depending on when in my career this is relevant.
I don’t know how you’re going to process that with the numbers.
26:33
Ross, Marc E: And that makes a lot of sense. So writing for the public, so, not just in journals not just books but thinking about newspaper articles blog posts things that are more accessible to the public.
26:35
JG1: [long pause] It's a little bit funny I think that people often say that that's important, but I’m not really sure that then it's ever going to be more important than the academic oriented type of publications. So for something like the annual review, I think it matters fairly well it's like four. Okay, you know, I was active and if it relates to my research right? But, but then again when it comes down to things like tenure or promotion for Full professor, you know you have to have more than that. So then it becomes a little bit less important, and again how much you’re going to spend an effort doing something like that, it goes down to like a three maybe.
27:42
Ross, Marc E: Number of publications per year.
27:59
JG1: Five, that's the gold standard everywhere. It doesn't matter if you're at a main research university, if you’re here, that's how you get evaluated in a crude sense, I think. But it's definitely important. For me, realistically, if we have something every year, then you know my boss is very happy in terms of my professional development. It doesn't have to be two, which is typically the standard at a research university. That is important.
28:33
Ross, Marc E: And you mentioned this in the previous section, but media coverage of your research.
28:40
JG1: Yeah that's the kind of add on, if you could show that your research matters more than a narrow group of people that you've published with, or otherwise, they’re interested in exactly the same thing. And then you know [laugh] you know 15 other people read it, okay, so what? So I think that's like the bonus to the publication. The publication shows your academic bona fide, you know you could do this, you're a real scholar but, but then I think for example that that the issue with coming up for full professor, they want to see an impact beyond that, and one way of showing that is some form of media coverage, so long as it covers your actual research. So that can become quite important, I think. I'd say five and that I like that maybe more than anything. So when journalists call me I’m very excited about it. Okay yeah talk to me absolutely [laughter] My time is not terribly valuable, you know, so I have plenty of it no problem. [REDACTED – Personal Conversation].
30:01
Ross, Marc E: [laughing] That's really great. That might be one of my favorite answers so far. I’ll strike that from the strike that from the transcript.  Preprints, so you know articles that have been submitted, and have been approved, but have you know haven't gone to publication yet.
30:15
JG1: You know I think we here, we're a little bit sort of loose-y goose-y about that, right, so long as it's not a committee that looks at promotion tenure so on, then you know where are you just being accepted is not good enough at that particular point. So it becomes in a certain situation which I haven't been exposed to for many years, where that can be important. On a day to day basis it's like one, but if it's something that make or break a tenure case then it's like five plus, right? [laughter] Where you stand in that process so but usually it's like here, it's not a whole that many people and I talked to my immediate boss, which is the boss of the division of social sciences, he's gonna be the one that evaluates my annual report. And you know I just tell him, you know this is where it's at in the process okay good enough. We operate on that basis, almost all the time.
31:31
Ross, Marc E: [laughter] Okay. Openly accessible research.
31:49
JG1: Yeah right the open access part. So whatever I put the number on that, which was a little bit lower because of the circumstances um, but I have discovered like I said over time, that for me, for the general media to find my stuff it should be accessible. So I do try to find a balance you know making sure that I find ways of disseminating my information. So when my book was published [BOOK TITLE 1] I actually was contacting a lot of different journalists and so on, and I sent them some of the stuff here, you know, feel free to read it and disseminate it how you see fit, right, which is within the letter of the law. So you know when things are not readily accessible I try to find ways to spread it. Because of my limitations money-wise of paying for it yeah, I tried to find other ways of doing it. I create open access in my own way.
33:12
Ross, Marc E: That's fair.
33:15
Johnson, Charlotte M: Do you think promotion and tenure committees value that?
33:21
JG1: No. I have not heard that issue being raised and I have been in these committees many, many, many times. That has rarely been a big part of the discussion. You know, in the end, where, if something moves beyond what I’ve called this narrow field of people who are specialized in your own research, of course, that end product can be important, but in a narrow sense, open accessible research is not really per se discussed. But sometimes the end product of it becomes a bonus.
34:01
Ross, Marc E: Okay, thank you Charlotte. Journal name recognition. How important is it that the journal is recognized by your department or division chair, in your review process?
34:15
JG1: You have division here, so yeah, because that is correct. That level is where I get evaluated so, because of course he's not he's not in my field -- he’s a political scientist and I’m a geographer -- but because he has been my chair for more than a decade, he learned something about each discipline that he oversees: sociology, political science, history for some reason is considered a social science here which it’s not, and so forth, so he knows little bit about the publication structure and opportunities and so forth in our field. So I guess it matters a little but it it's not like I think about what will [DIVISION CHAIR NAME] think about that journal. That goes down pretty low maybe two. [laughter]
35:13
Ross, Marc E: And this we've talked about a little bit already but just again: Community impact, how would that factor into your review?
35:17
JG1: The one thing I could add to whatever number, I put above on community impact we can just put that in again. Because my previous answer, I talked about community as in just beyond academia, as more like media and so on. Okay there’s an extension of what we mean by community here, but I think many people think of like maybe more okay Johnstown or Pittsburgh or something like that. And, as far as research, I have not focused on that at all. I do research that is conducive to community involvement, primarily when I put my urban hat on. I teach actually an urban planning class. So, then I think it's very important for me personally and just from an evaluation standpoint as I do this, but I could make that part of courses and in other ways rather than publishing, so the publishing part of community impact is fairly low, two at best.
36:29
Ross, Marc E: Okay, that makes a lot of sense. That’s another unique fun answer that I hadn't heard yet.
36:57
Ross, Marc E: Book chapter.
37:01
JG1: So I think that okay so research university [holds hand high] research article a journal here, [holds hand low] book chapter a bit here [holds hand in the middle], I think the difference in for us is not as great that I think people view, you know you publish your research as a book chapter, is almost as good as a research article. The difference, I think, is you know fairly small. Particularly then, if you can make a case that this is a book that, you know what this is something that maybe others will read. I don't know if the books have been published as a chapter are then more well-read than research articles. I don't think so necessarily. It’s a little bit more important for some other colleagues of mine like historians, sometimes their books are much more well-read by the public than what I do. So for me, I mean book chapters are important, four I would say it's if somebody bothers to contact me, for example, I think Oh well, you know, either, because I know them, or we've heard about your research and they want to contribute, or often you meet somebody at a conference right, and you know all these different ways it happens. I would go out of my way to say yes to contribute. It's a way also to have a good contact network in your field, so it has benefits beyond just the publication, I think. That then, Okay, you know, and you can do more research with somebody else, or all kinds of I think reputational benefits that are not exactly the same as just a journal article so it's pretty important.
39:26
Ross, Marc E: Okay And finally, the total number of publications across a career rather than yearly.
39:27
JG1: Yeah so I mean absolutely in those two major points of evaluation, tenure and full professor, absolutely five. That again goes back to as I said, you know, for years the gold standard that you add it up and and then you know nobody's going to say that that there is a […] it has to be X number career publications, but at the regional campus you gotta have a small number for tenure, it doesn’t have to be that many, to be honest. For Full professor it’s like, I don't know, I think I look at most people’s CVs and they probably have a dozen articles or something like that, then you're ready for Full professor for our purposes here. So realistically that's great. People tend to simplify and quantify and say okay, you know, it doesn't matter if people say fantastic, good research, but if you have two papers it's like mm that's just not good, no, no.
40:32
Ross, Marc E: That makes sense and you said you've been on a few committees throughout your career.
JG1: Oh yeah.
40:42
Ross, Marc E: Is anything like codified in a faculty handbook like what you said you know two probably not, dozen good is it like just a sense, you know, on these committees of what’s good?
40:47
JG1: What you informally develop as a consensus over time, exactly. There's nothing specified what the university says, so I would say almost never has that. They really don't want that. Sets a bad precedent somehow. But the way it works in Johnstown is, or has been up until recently, is there are so few of us that are full professors that, if somebody applies or put in their papers to be promoted, we all make up the committee. Every single person who’s a full professor on campus has to be a member. So that's what we have been doing so every time somebody comes up, I’m on it by default. So because of that I’ve been on plenty. Now I’m not the oldest guy around here. Some guys are 75 and are full professors and they’ve been on way more than I have, but I’ve been on enough. As far as the tenure, the status committee, the usual name for that promotion, I've been on it a couple of rounds. You're in for a couple of years you rotate out you come in you rotate out. It is not specified how many times, if any. But if you haven't been on it, somebody’s gonna discover that, probably your boss, and say [voicing another person] “You would be a good candidate here!” [laughter] And it's usually something that is not that desirable so it’s not like it’s going to be competitive. If somebody put their name in and then you know you have to be elected for it. Usually, you are the only one that runs for it. [laughter] So it has to be handled kind of informally.
42:54
Ross, Marc E: Okay, that makes sense. And looking at the second list of bullet points concerning review and promotion, and all that is there any terms, we might have missed in thinking about publications and review and promotion? That are important to review and promotion.
43:15
JG1: Some things that I recall that are not pertinent to me. But for people in more professional fields, there might be other things that I don't do that they do. I know that this could be a contentious issue sometimes. Particularly like engineers. If they do some kind of contract work for pay, is that something you have to really make a really good case, why that is something that benefits you and the university from a professional development standpoint. Or is this just you? They paid you 10 grand for doing it and it's like you can sit in your sleep and put together a report because it's just you know something you were trained to do and it doesn't take you any further. Then somebody would look at it and say, [voicing someone else] “eh you know” -- probably not something you could claim as counting toward professional development, when you come up for promotion. Something else, though, that does is to get a [thinking] to get a patent. That is, then, something that could be valued fairly highly in the technical fields. I’m not involved in evaluating that because I have no experience with the evaluating that yes, and we haven't really talked about grants, getting grants and money. So I think for us that is the icing on the cake, it is not expected. Really I could bring in zero dollars to the university over my career and get tenure and full professor. But if you say oh I got a six figure grant and your case is kind of suddenly go from here [hand gesture at a shoulder level] to here [hand gesture to above head] sure.
45:32
JG1: But then again it goes back to like I said, we operate a little bit differently, we’re not part of big research groups and, quite frankly I don't go for big grants because I don't know if it's going to lead me anywhere. Like okay, I can spend a few months on it, and then okay, rejected, you know how it is. I have a little more confidence in my own research and that if I know if I do something good enough then get it published. I don't know if I can get that money. So, personally I stay away from it, except for internal Pitt grants. A little bit quicker easier don't take as much time and, quite frankly, I mean the social sciences I mean. Part of it is that I don't need any equipment. I don't have a lab. All I need for the most part, is that I may have to travel to do something that could cost them money. That's just about the only thing I could think of that would cost me money, otherwise I sit right here, and I do my research in the summer right? It's like I’m in my slippers here and just you know that's what I do so, it doesn't cost.
46:45
Ross, Marc E: Very cool. I am going to pass over to Charlotte and she'll have a few more terms for us to define and talk about. So Charlotte go ahead.
46:59
Johnson, Charlotte M: I want to be mindful of time, but [discussion of time constraints] We're gonna switch tactics, a little bit and I’m going to give you a third list of terms. But I'm going to ask you to define them this time instead of rating them on any kind of scale.
47:21
JG1: It’s like an exam.
47:31
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah, no wrong answers, though. Alright, often in scholarly publication you'll see the following words used so I’d like for you to define in your own words these terms that are sometimes used to describe academic journals.
47:37
Johnson, Charlotte M: So if you don't mind, please define impact for me.
47:50
JG1: Yeah just impact would be either how many people read something, is the easy way to define impact, or b) it has some kind of practical application in in a sense that it become meaningful for society as a whole.
48:16
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay thank you. Can you define open access in your own words?
48:24
JG1: Anybody can read my publication without paying for it. It's not behind a paywall, for all practical purposes.
48:30
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you. Discoverable. What does it mean to call a journal discoverable?
48:38
JG1: Uh the mysterious ways the internet works that somebody does a search and the algorithm places you fairly high.
48:51
Johnson, Charlotte M: Fair enough. Alright um can you define rigor, specifically in the context of an editorial process.
48:58
JG1: The necessity for being peer reviewed. And that those peer reviews are substantial and in depth, that those reviewers spend a lot of time giving you feedback. And then ultimately that they make a decision on publication based on what the quality of the research is, to get back to it again this addresses the next word.
49:38
Johnson, Charlotte M: So, yeah, can you define quality for us?
49:48
JG1: Consistent with the expectations of how to conduct research in your field. I’m not sure that’s a great definition.
50:06
Johnson, Charlotte M: Make sense to me.
50:09
JG1: [thinking] Yeah let’s see if I can add to that.
50:15
JG1: … yeah and well, it should not only live up, of course, to the minimum expectations of said [field], in order to be, let’s say, publishable. But then also going back to impact, also having an impact the way I define that.
50:43
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you, and then, finally, can you define prestige?
50:49
JG1: Being known in your field [pause] for positive reasons. Prestige is a value-laden word, and it has positive associations, rather than just reputation, which is mostly people think of as positive, but not necessarily so. And, and then, of course, if one would go further, it means that [pause] you are somebody that is considered an expert, other people look up to, that younger academics perhaps think that this is somebody I want to you know model my career after. Prestige is when you get invited to do things.
51:40
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you. All right, do you think others in your division would define these similarly or do you hear your colleagues discussing these terms at all ever?
51:54
JG1: I wonder if it might be slightly different cultures in different academic disciplines and we're fairly broad here from environmental studies to history. [holds up hands far apart] Okay there's also widespread in terms of how academically oriented people are. If I’m going to be, you know quite frank, at a branch campus you have those that [holds up hand on the left] they want to get tenure, right? And they see themselves first and foremost as teachers. Okay, and then [holds up hand to the right] at the at the other end people and, I know in the summer here when there are virtually no classes going on there’s gonna be three four people in here, and I know exactly who they are. Those are the ones that tend to publish a lot more, those are the ones that will go up for full professor and probably get promoted and I think that they have a very similar understanding with the caveat of the different cultures of different disciplines, but by and large, the same understanding that I have. I think that people that are not just academically inclined may not have reflected over these matters a lot, because they have far less experience with the publication process that I do.
53:14
Johnson, Charlotte M: And that makes sense. All right, and then finally I’ll ask these -- so this study is an offshoot from a research project that Marc and I did a couple of years ago with a group called ITHAKA S+R, which is a library and information science, research group. And we're going to take a couple of questions from that previous study and pose them to you here, so we can kind of compare the two populations that we that we're talking to.
53:49
Johnson, Charlotte M: So the first question I’ll pose to you is have you reflected on how the ability of other people to read your work without a subscription might impact how it’s used and cited? And I think you've talked about this a little bit, but if you have anything else to add.
54:09
JG1: Yeah, specifically you said it for the purpose of the being cited 
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yes.
JG1: Okay. Of course, one might take that narrowly in academia or it might not be. So the first part, as far as academically, I don't generally consider that a whole lot just based on how I do research myself and if I find something in databases and so on, and [voicing another person] oh damn Pitt doesn't have that journal. And if I really wanted it I get I can get at it. You can contact the author directly these days or the interlibrary loan and so on. And I assume that other people do the same thing if you just encounter something that they think is seems to be really important for them. Now, of course, it means that the readership does go down, maybe a little bit right because I filter right? Everything I had direct access to boom boom boom, I save it on my hard drive, and oh my there are hundreds of articles in that file. But you know, doing the effort of trying to get something, then I filter it down to the thing. Oh this I can clearly see is really relevant, and then the things I kind of maybe are sort of interesting: no, no, it's too much work. So yeah I think about it to some extent, but it's not the major thing on my mind. But then the fact that I have been cited in media quite a bit, that of course is something that I have been thinking far more about over time. And that's one reason why, like I said, if somebody asked me to for an interview for a newspaper or wherever it might be, I say yes every single time. That's like a self-reinforcing mechanism, because, okay I’m quoted in the BBC. Then I know that in the next couple of months, there will be people from all over the place who have read that BBC piece and they’re gonna call me too, right? So I would be stupid to say no to the BBC. [laughter] So, you know, then that becomes important, but like I said I typically find ways where I try to encourage that more so, going back to, Oh, is it an open access journal, this or that.
56:44
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, thank you, I think the other questions I had were covered in that so great. That brings us kind of to the end of our main interview portion. Is there anything else you'd like to expand upon that we talked about today?
57:10
JG1: I don't think so, no, there's nothing that I didn't sit down and write a list of things that I wanted to talk to, because I knew that based on -- I did read the piece you sent to me and I knew that I would have lots to say, things that I wanted to get off my chest. So thank you for the opportunity of listening to me.
57:41
[REDACTED – Personal Conversation]
