[REDACTED – Consent Script] 
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright, great so we'll get started, so to open things up I'd like for you to tell us about your most recent publication -- I saw that you had an article recently in Journal of Women's History. So we'd love to hear about that experience, specifically, how you ended up choosing that venue for your publication.
1:51
BH1: Um yeah that came out that article came out in 2021, right around the same time that my book came out that dealt with very similar topics and I chose the Journal of Women's History for a couple of reasons. One of them was that I was at a point where the where the book was basically done, and it was going through the copyedit phase, and I had some time and I had been thinking to myself that there was more a more concentrated story about black women reformers that could be told. Now I like to think, I tell it pretty extensively in the book but it's scattered in the midst of a lot of other subjects and topics. So I wanted to advance a historical argument through the activism of these black women reformers in Pittsburgh. And so, because women were going to be the central focus of the article, it makes sense to reach out to the Journal of Women’s History and then part of it all goes also the impact factor of the journal and it’s a very well regarded journal in the field.
3:01
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great Thank you um so we'll ask you to elaborate kind of on that more broadly and I’ll pass the mic over to mark.
3:20
Ross, Marc E: Cool thank you Charlotte. So I’m going to post a list of terms in the chat but will read them to you, but I put them in the chat so that you'll be able to see them and follow along in case we get lost. So we want to talk a little bit more about the factors that help you choose that journal, so you said impact factor already but we're going to go through a list of other factors that might you know, help inform how journal journals are selected for publication by faculty.
3:53
Ross, Marc E: So on a scale of one to five, with one being not at all important, so the lowest and five being the most important, can you tell us how important are the following factors to you when deciding where to submit your academic work for publication so again, one is the lowest and five is the highest.
4:17
Ross, Marc E: We'll start with citation frequency.
4:20
BH1: Yeah I would rate that a five. Right so it's about visibility, obviously. If I produce something [?] I want it to be as visible as possible. That means marketing to larger more strategic journals.
4:38
Ross, Marc E: Okay. Now audience, so you said targeted that who is that? When we think about audience, who is the journals targeted audience and how big is that audience does that play a factor in choosing a publication? On a scale of one to five.
4:57
BH1: I’d say four or five again.
5:00
Ross, Marc E: Okay, and you said it in your initial question from Charlotte but what role or how what's the impact of journal impact factor value.
5:14
BH1: What is the level of importance for that for me?
5:20
Ross, Marc E: Yes, what is the level important.
5:23
BH1: Yeah that’s five, it goes back to the visibility.
5:25
Ross, Marc E: Okay um what is the level of importance that the journal is read, often by the author, or you? Does that play a role.
5:39
BH1: I want to make sure I understand the question, what is the level of importance that -- Oh, in other words how important is it to me that I published in a journal that I myself would read?
5:44
Ross, Marc E: Correct yes.
5:55
BH1: Yeah that's pretty important. You know it's a larger community of scholars. I don't necessarily read the Journal of Women's History as often as other journals in my field like the Journal of African American History. Because the Journal of Women's History is an international journal that's publishing stuff on women’s history across time and space and I’m more concentrated in like US social history, late 19th early 20th century.
6:14
Ross, Marc E: Okay um the journal costs, so we list APC as an example, so like an article processing charge. That sort of thing.
6:41
BH1: Like how much does the journal charge we're like well how much. Yeah that's not you know I wanted to be accessible to the public, so if it’s outrageously expensive that would be a bit of a deterrent for me.
6:56
Ross, Marc E: Okay. Journal prestige, I put that in quotes because we'll talk about a little bit what that means a little bit later, but. How important is that to your choice of publication venue?
7:09
BH1: That’s a five.  
Ross, Marc E: Okay. Open access.
7:16
BH1: As in - anybody can access the article free of charge?
7:21
Ross, Marc E: Yes.
7:24
BH1: Yeah I think that's a valuable factor for me, even though it's not something I’ve given as much thought. Because I think about the venue like where I want to publish but, to be frank, I don't necessarily face a calculation on well is this journal open access or does it charge? What's what's that called. A fee, or paywall is the word I was looking for. Is there a paywall? Obviously, the more accessible this could be, the better, but these journals have very narrow budgets, as it is. You have to survive somehow. 
7:59
Ross, Marc E: Okay yeah that's fine and if we have time at the end I think we'll dive into that a little bit further, but we'll see. How important is it that it's something that's read often by your department, when you choose a publication venue.
8:19
BH1: Not very important and that's partly coming from my perspective of a small regional campus. I’ve been at the Bradford campus, we're not even a department of history, it's a history and political science program. So it’s two political scientists, and then two historians: myself, the US historian, and then one world historian. And even the world historian and I don't read the same things. So it's just not even something that could consider as a reasonable expectation.
8:59
Ross, Marc E: That makes sense. How important is it that the journal belongs to -- the society affiliation of the journal? So you know, the American Historical Society or something like that, when you're choosing a journal.
9:08
BH1: Yeah I guess that's important. You know to me it's sort of synonymous with the prestige of the journal, because the prestige of the organization that runs the journal is like inextricably linked to that.
9:20
Ross, Marc E: That makes sense. Whether or not the library has a subscription to the journal?
9:38
BH1: That's not hugely important to me, but again it's not really – now, some of these questions, never entered my thinking, I was like I know this journal, I've read important articles from it, I respect it, it’s a prestigious venue, let's go. Let's see if they’ll publish this.
9:46
Ross, Marc E: [laughing] That's good to hear. And community impact so further than just you know how it might impact your research, but does it go outside into the campus community the larger community regional community that sort of thing. Is that important? 
10:23
BH1: Yeah I think that's always something that humanists hope that they can do is have some kind of substantive or practical impact with their work. It’s not always feasible.
10:36
Ross, Marc E: Okay, and you know you mentioned a lot of these terms don't necessarily come to mind when you select a journal to publish but is there anything on our list – er, anything outside of our list that you'd like to add. I think you hit some of these and prestige that sorts of things is there anything we missed.
10:57
BH1: No, I would say you know appropriateness, to the field, you know what I mean. There are prestigious journals that are doing themes that just maybe don't fit with the scholarly product that I produce and so those sorts of things have to be factored in. 
11:13
BH1: So it's also -- yeah I guess there's an element of pragmatism, too. Because publishing is an important piece of what we do, often it's tied to promotion and renewal and things like that, so I think scholars all scholars really but you know at the regional campuses as well you have to make a determination about whether or not you stand a chance to get published in this venue. Because if it doesn't, you can stand to lose a lot of time, before you can turn it around and send it to someone else.
11:59
Ross, Marc E: Okay, that makes sense. So you bring up promotion and tenure, that's the next question we have so I’m going to post another list of words in the chat and similarly on a scale of one to five, one being not at all important and five being the most important tell us to what extent you believe the following terms are valued for your annual performance reviews or promotional promotional reviews? So how you think that they impact your promotion or annual reviews.
[REDACTED—Personal Information]
BH1: So anyway, I guess which hat should I wear because frankly publishing matters a good deal less if you're not on tenure stream. You know, I’ve published a lot. Well, I probably publish way more than I needed, you know because was what mattered far more was the teaching service.
13:27
Johnson, Charlotte M: Have you have you been in this current term long enough that you've had your three year review or six year review.
13:37
BH1: I had a three year review.
13:44
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, so if you wanted to if you wanted to apply these questions to that would be as well, I think that would be okay, but I guess whatever feels more relevant to you. Either your annual review or your three year review.
14:02
[REDACTED—Personal Information]
14:32
BH1: But yeah so that you know -- any kind of peer reviewed article just counted really it for us and it didn't really matter.
14:52
Ross, Marc E: Okay. Society affiliation.
BH1: Didn’t matter.
15:03
Ross, Marc E: Okay, the publication of books or monographs.
15:10
BH1: That one counted a lot. That would have mattered a great deal. In the year that I was chair we had nobody that published a book.
15:20
Ross, Marc E: Okay writing for the public, so you know we talked a little bit about community impact, but also thinking about blog posts, websites, newspaper, you know local newspaper articles that sort of thing.
15:25
BH1: That counted, we valued that when we saw that, which we did. The chances of us seeing something like that are far greater than the chances of seeing a peer reviewed article much less book.
15:39
BH1: Okay.
15:52
Johnson, Charlotte M: So value -- sorry so valued less than a book or a peer reviewed journal, but still valued like a like midway kind of.
15:53
BH1: Yeah certainly I think you know, in the hierarchy it's like [gesturing with hands at different steps] single author monograph [moves hands down] peer reviewed article [moves hands down lower] and then any number of things like book reviews blogs, etc, etc, the stuff that doesn't go through the peer review process but it's nevertheless a scholarly endeavor. 
16:22
Ross, Marc E: Okay, thank you.
16:25
Ross, Marc E: So you know to piggyback off of that then, the number of publications per year.
16:27
BH1: No,  because again, some of the candidates we were reviewing were going through their third year review, whereas more senior non tenure stream faculty were going through a five year review.
16:38
BH1: So it's more about your trajectory over a long term than whether you published a couple things last year, but not this year. That wasn't something that counted against you. 
16:51
Ross, Marc E: Media coverage of your research or any work that you might be doing.
17:04
BH1: Yeah I think that matters, it certainly helps. You know, and we have a place on our, like, there was a form that you filled out for promotion and renewal to kind of summarize the things you do in the major categories. And I remember there was a category for basically good publicity that you got for your work. 
17:31
Ross, Marc E: That's cool. Now preprints of journal articles or anything that might be coming out.
17:44
BH1: Now what do you mean by preprint? 
Ross, Marc E: So it's been written it's been, you know it's ready for publication, but it hasn't and you might have submitted into a journal, but it hasn't been published, yet. But it is you know available in a repository it may not have been peer reviewed yet -- Charlotte all the time, is that true?
18:04
Johnson, Charlotte M: It's been accepted, but not published yet.
18:07
Ross, Marc E: There you go.
18:10
BH1: Yeah like a forthcoming publication yeah yeah that matters a lot. To us in our mind we would have counted that as a published piece. 
18:21
Ross, Marc E: Okay. Openly accessible research.
18:24
BH1: That I don't think would have weighed any more heavily. Like if somebody had published a peer reviewed article, like if a few people did, we wouldn't weigh one more than the other, because one was open access, partly because that's really beyond the researchers’ control.
18:30
Ross, Marc E: Okay. Journal name recognition so, is it -- you talked about this a little bit with how the regional departments work, but is it a journal that's been read often by your department, your division chair, or the chair the review committee. Is that important.
18:50
BH1: Um, yeah. That’s difficult to say. I think, yes, a little bit, you know I remember people, when we were reviewing candidates from fields far outside my own, and yet I can get a sense if the thing that they published in is very obscure or if it seems like it's like a pretty legit journal in that candidate’s field. That matters.
19:38
Ross, Marc E: Okay.
19:40
BH1: To a limited extent, I would say, at the regionals.
19:42
Ross, Marc E: Name recognition is important. [BH1 nods]
19:48
Ross, Marc E: Community impact so again now, instead of just thinking about your personal publication choices, but how does that impact the review process?
19:52
BH1: Oh community impact, well that's hard to measure. And I guess it would go the press release side of your portfolio, which you had mentioned like getting good press coverage or something yeah if you were able to give a talk about your research to some organization or whatever and it has some kind of community benefit in that regard. That does matter, it's helpful.
20:32
Ross, Marc E: Book chapters.
20:37
BH1: That counts as scholarly work. It's below -- I would say it is definitely below peer reviewed article but probably above book review and above blogs.
20:41
Ross, Marc E: Okay, and you talked about this a little bit by the cumulative number of publications across a career, rather than just a yearly thing.
20:52
BH1: Yeah yeah obviously the more you can produce. Well, I don't know how to phrase it, you know thinking in terms of like how much this matters at regionals you know, in terms of promotion and renewal, that’s not as important.
21:11
Ross, Marc E: Okay. And is there anything missing from our list that you know regarding publication that we might have missed, you know concerning reviews or promotional promotion and tenure type things.
21:32
BH1: [REDACTED—Personal Information] 
22:12
Ross, Marc E: And just for clarification you know you said you've been a chair of a review committee just, because we're all librarians here, so our review committees are all made up of librarians. Through the departments, do you just review -- trying to think how to say it -- just review political science history, or do you review all across all the departments at Bradford?
22:40
BH1: Yeah, it was all it was called a promotion and renewal committee, and it was any non tenure track faculty member coming up for review. Their file would reach us and we will review it. It could be from any discipline.
23:02
Ross, Marc E: Okay, thank you. All right, I’m gonna pass it off to Charlotte.
23:06
Johnson, Charlotte M: All right. Yeah it's really interesting hearing from your perspective as the chair of a promotion and tenure, not tenure, sorry review committee. I guess you know I suppose you would have used some of these factors that we talked about in this previous section to kind of like determine whether someone, say from math, did a good job publishing or in their scholarship.
23:27
BH1: Right right and it can be very difficult. I think that you know take math or if this person's an education professor or whatever. Really there wasn't a way, or an easy or intuitive way for us to weigh that you know, in the midst of so many other things, we were evaluating from these candidates’ files. But what could be determined very quickly was the nature of the publication, whether the oh, this is a blog post or is this a chapter than an edited volume, etc, etc, so the weights could be applied in that sense.
24:06
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, thank you that's really interesting. Alright we're gonna switch tacks now and I’m going to ask you to define some terms that I’ll put in the chat. So often in scholarly publication you'll see the following words used. [pastes in chat] In your own words, how would you define the following term sometimes used to describe academic journals? So when it comes to academic journals, can you define impact for me.
24:42
BH1: I would say… the extent to which a scholarly product has influenced others within that field and has been read by others in that field. 
25:00
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you, can you define open access for me.
25:11
BH1: Scholarly product that is freely available to anyone on the Internet.
25:17
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you. Discoverable -- what would make a journal discoverable?
25:22
BH1: A set of keyword or subject views that are most likely to be search terms for people looking for articles or works at publication in that area.
25:38
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you. All right, please describe rigor. Especially when it comes to the editorial process.
25:54
BH1:  A leader in the editorial process?
25:59
Johnson, Charlotte M: Oh rigor!
26:02
BH1: Oh, rigor! Sorry. 
26:05
BH1: As in the kind of review that a piece of scholarship goes through?
26:07
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah.
26:16
BH1: So you're talking about like how rigorous are the requirements for publication at...?
26:21
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah so if you were to hear that a journal had a rigorous peer review process, what would that mean to you?
26:29
BH1: Okay, I think it would mean at least two peer reviewers within that field. Well there's an in house review by the editors and managing editors before it's even sent to peer review and then it goes through the peer review process. So that can be pretty rigorous.
26:36
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you, alright, what does it mean for a journal to be quality?
26:58
BH1: Well, I think it means that this the standards in terms of rigor and in terms of analysis and themes covered is pretty significant. Which are -- which often can occur in the larger journals who are receiving a lot of submissions, meaning that they can be picky, and they can choose the ones that are offering the deeper social analyses that are heavily source based. 
27:38
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you, and then finally I’d like for you to define for us prestige.
27:43
BH1: Well I’d probably give you the same definition I gave for impact, the recognizability of the journal, and the way that it is regarded in a particular field.
27:51
Johnson, Charlotte M: Great, thank you.
28:04
Johnson, Charlotte M: Do you think others in your department or division would define these similarly or do you ever hear discussion about these terms from your colleagues?
28:06
BH1: No, no. No, I think that some of that -- the backdrop for some of that is the regionals are teaching institution, with faculty carrying a 4/4 teaching load. So, not only do they not have time to do research they had less money and less funding to do. And they have fewer incentives to do so. Because it's not exactly central to the work. At least I'll speak for non tenure stream faculty, we haven’t even touched on them. But they had really strong teaching and that was enough to push them through renewal.
28:51
Johnson, Charlotte M: Fascinating, thank you. And then for our final section, so this study is an offshoot of a previous study that Marc and I did with ITHAKA S&R a couple of years ago and that's a library and information science, research group. So we'd like to ask you a couple questions from that study just to kind of provide a baseline and compare the two.
29:16
Johnson, Charlotte M: All right, so have you reflected on how the ability of other people to read your work without a subscription might impact on how it is used and cited.
29:22
BH1: Yeah. I think so, an open access work is, by its nature, more accessible, which means it has a shot for a wider readership. You can have something and prestigious journal that has a paywall and then something in a less prestigious venue that that ends up getting read by a lot of people.
29:38
Johnson, Charlotte M: Does that play into your decision making process at all about how and where to publish your research, whether something about the impact that publishing open access might have on your visibility?
30:03
BH1: No, I mean, I think there was a similar question to that earlier and I can I don't know that that entered into my thinking. Some of these things, because it is so hard to publish in bigger journals. There was never a case for us like Oh, this is a really good journal, but it’s not open access so I won’t deign to send them my work.
30:24
Johnson, Charlotte M: I don't know so much about these publications within the history field. Do they tend to offer an open access publishing option when you're publishing, or is it just straight up, this is a traditionally subscription based journal?
31:01
BH1: Yeah, I think, for the most part they’re subscription based. Yeah just because they're operating very slim budgets, as it is. But these are run by historical organization that are able to create this product because people were subscribing to it. 
31:30
Johnson, Charlotte M: Okay, so they're not necessarily published by the big publishers all the time, is that right?
31:39
BH1: I mean you know some of the bigger publishers there’s a paywall there too. I'm working on an article for the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of American History. You can’t get a bigger publisher than Oxford University press, and they have a mix -- if you go to go to their website for Oxford Research Encyclopedia of American History, they have some free stuff, but most of it’s locked up. 
32:09
Johnson, Charlotte M: Thank you. Yeah I like to get the context behind the publishing environment in different fields, so thank you.
32:13
Johnson, Charlotte M: So I think I know the to answer this, but you haven't had any experiences publishing open access, have you?
32:23
BH1: Uh, I don't think so I go off the top of my head, I can Google my article in the Journal of Women's History and see if I can get it. [Everybody laughing.] Let's just see. [pausing] No, it looks like it's locked behind a paywall.
32:54
Johnson, Charlotte M: No worries. All right. Then, finally, have you ever needed a publication so like an article or a book that we do not have access to through the Pitt libraries and, if so, what did you do?
32:59
BH1: You know what. We have a pretty great library. Like. There was, I really can't think of -- whether it's through interlibrary loan, or we have so many databases. For historians, there are lots of places where they you know the university is not as well endowed. They don't have some subscriptions and resources. So I really can’t think of any occasion I just wasn't able to get something. Because normally our libraries have been so great that if there was something we didn't have, they could get it.
33:49
Johnson, Charlotte M: That's great. I love hearing that.
33:57
BH1: It’s really, especially for faculty at the regionals because we don't necessarily have the funding to go visit these distant archives.
34:00
Johnson, Charlotte M: Do you get--
BH1: Anyway, it turns out, I think I was wrong about my article in the Journal of Women's History. I just looked it up and it looks like it’s open access. So what do I know?
34:23
BH1: Yeah because it's run through Johns Hopkins University Press, and I just Googled the title of the article and I was able to find it and download it.
34:33
Johnson, Charlotte M: Well that's pretty cool.
34:39
Johnson, Charlotte M: Have you ever been reached out to you by colleagues at other universities, who might not have the same level of access that Pitt does?
34:44
BH1: I.
34:52
Johnson, Charlotte M: Or have you heard stories?
34:52
BH1: I had somebody reach out to me from a small college outside of Chicago and I had never known this person before but she knew about me from a book. And she was asking if in my research in the Pittsburgh Courier whether I come across this one incident that happened in some town in Western PA. And I didn't I hadn't heard of it, but she didn't know how to access it and she didn't have a subscription. We have -- I can access the publications of any major Black newspaper from the early 20th Century. And you know that means you can just open up the newspaper keywords search and find it, and so I remember doing this quick search for her and I found a thousand hits, so you know untenable, but you know.
35:42
BH1: Yeah and I was a when I was a doctoral student working on my dissertation and we didn't have nearly as many subscriptions as Pitt did so I had to use microfilm, which is fine, but not not quite as convenient. 
35:48
Johnson, Charlotte M: You can't CTRL+F on microform, yeah.
36:03
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright, so that brings us to the end of our interview. Is there anything else you'd like to expand upon that we talked about today?
36:08
[REDACTED—Personal Conversation]
39:29
BH1: No, you know I’m just happy to help you, help your study  and your mission and glad to get the chat with both of you.
39:35
Johnson, Charlotte M: Yeah, well thank you and congratulations [REDACTED—personal information].
39:45
BH1: Oh thanks.
Johnson, Charlotte M: That's exciting. Where do you – where do you focus, are you still going to be doing African American history or…?
39:52
BH1: Yeah yeah you know, working on this one article now which deals with the Urban League then I’m going to get started with Book 2 pretty soon.
40:06
Johnson, Charlotte M: Good luck.
40:08
BH1: Yeah.
40:09
Johnson, Charlotte M: Marc did you have anything else you wanted to ask?
40:11
Ross, Marc E: Nothing specifically right now.
40:14
Johnson, Charlotte M: Alright cool I will stop the recording then.

